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- ; and Daughters, and take Wives for your Sons, 
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Roman Catholicks 
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Thus ſalth the Lord of Hoſts, the God of Iſract, 
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unto all that are carried away Captives, whom 
I haye cauſed to be carried away from Jeruſalem 


unto Babylon ; Build ye Houſes, and dwell in 5 


them, and plant Gardens, and eat the Fruit 
of them. Take ye Wives, and beget Sons 


and give your Daughters to Huſbands, that 
they may bear Sons and Daughters, that ye 
1 be encreaſed there, and not diminiſhed. 


And ſeek the Peace of the City, whither I have 


cauſed you to be carried away Captives, and 


pray unto the Lord for it: For in ihe Peace 
, thereof Hall ye have Peace. 
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A FEW PLAIN 


| MATTERS o Fact, Wc. 


— 


* 


GENTLEMEN, : 


Se [RITED Treatiſe was s publiſhed 
above a Tear ago, entitled, The 


» Caſe of the Roman Catholicks of Ire- 
land, Sc. wherein it was ſtrongly recom- 


' mended to the legiſlative Powers to indulge | 
the Roman Catholicks with the Liberty of 


_ purchaſing and holding a certain Number of 


Acres upon the ſame Footing with all other his | 


Majeſty's loyal Subjefts. And in order to in- 
duce them to grant this Indulgence, the 


Author acknowledges, that, „ while the Le- 
' giſlature of this Kingdom appears con- 
cc vinced that the Profeſſors of the Roman 
Religion are Enemies to the political Con- 
ſtitution of their Countr „they cannot, 
hy 2 conſiſtently with that Conviction, reſiſt 


NES any 
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any Arguments, nor forego any Means, 


for reſtraining thoſe Hands, which (upon 


that Preſumption) muſt; if at. Liberty, 


overturn both the Conſtitution and them; 


although ſo wiſe a Body cannot, at the 


ſame Time, but fee], that in Proportion 


to the Rigour of ſuch Reftraints, and the 


Number of the Reftrained, this ill-fated 
Nation muſt be more or leſs affected in 
its Proſperity, Conſequence, and Strength. 
What then, ſays he, have the Roman Ca- 
tholicks to do, as good Subjects, and as 
honeſt Men, but to attempt the Removal 
of this Prepoſſefſion from the Minds of 


our national Repreſentatives, who, want 
but the Concurrence of all loyal Parties 


: 


to render all happy? _ .. 


9 


a , X A % 
He therefore further declares, -*© that, as 


f. 
* 


the Proteſtant Religion is long eſtabliſhed 


by Law among us, with all the Power and 
Property in the Kingdom on its Side— 
IF there be any among the Roman Ca- 
tholicks in Enmity to either, a legal Teſt 


may be fra tied 10 diſtinguiſh the-Elet? of 


Government from the Reprobate.“ He 


accordingly propoſes, before they are entitled 
to the leaſt Degree of Favour, « that they 
ce: ſhould abjure all thoſe Principles which are 


* 
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incompatible with the Safety of our Civil 


Government. And declares, that they 
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C5) 
ought to ſhew, by a; ſolemn Proleſſion, 
that they owe all political Obedience to 
* the preſent Government, as it hath; been 
* Jong eſtabliſhed by Law): That they do- 
ce not owe the Pope, or any other foreign 


« Potentate, any Civil Subjection whatſoever. 


% That no Diſpenſation from the Pope can 
« warrant the Counteraction of any moral 
cc | Duty That they hold that Religion abo- 
& minable, which ſhould propoſe. Breach of 
« publick Faith, Perjury, or Freaſon, as 
« practicable towards any lawful Govern- 
<««- ment, in any aſſignable Caſe : And, finally, 


« that their paying Obedience to the eſta- 


« bliſhed Government of their Country, be 


« the Religion of their Governors ever ſo 


« . contrary to- their on, is in Conſequence: 
« of an 60385 and fundamental Precept of 
„ the Catholick Religion. Such a Decla- 


<« ration,” ſays this Author, . from the R- 


« man Catbolichs of Ireland, preſented by a: 


« proper Deputation of the whole Party, 


<< might, undoubtedly, go a great Way to- 
« wards rendering the Uprightneſs of their 


. Principles as evident, as_the Uprightnefs 
« of; their Conduct, for near ſeventy Years 


. 


. paſt, is demonſtrakle .. 1 
All which, is , undoubtedly well faid, and 
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ſeems to come from the Pen of a, ſenſible 
and an honeſt Man. But, if Lam rightly 


informed, 
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660 . 
informed, it comes from the Pen of a Lay- 
man, and not from one of the Clergy. For 
what have the Clergy done in Purſuance of 
this? Have they deputed any Perſons to ap- 
pear or ſollicit for them? It is now upwards 
of twelve Months ſince that Pamphlet was 
publiſhed, and has any one Motion been 
made in Compliance with the Propoſal men- 
tioned in it? J have not yet heard of any. 
The Scheme, when firſt publiſhed, was in 
general well reliſhed by ſeveral Proteſtants, 
who think it would really be for the Intereſt 
of the Kingdom, if the Roman Catholicks 
were allowed to purchaſe a certain Number 
of Acres, and to enjoy them upon the fame 
Footing with the reſt of his Majeſty's loyal 
Subjects; as common Senſe would then di- 
rect the Roman Catholicks to improve them, 


for their own Sakes, to their utmoſt Value; 


and would be a Kind of Hoſtage in the 
Hands of the Government for their good 


Behaviour. 


And, in Purſuance of the Scheme pro- 
jected by King William, ice by 
this Author, of cutting off all Communi- 


'« cation between the Roman Catholicks of 


« Ireland, and their Friends on the Conti- 
« nent,“ it is alſo thought by ſome Per- 
ſons of Note, that it might not be improper, 
in Time, to allow the Roman Catholicks 
* not 
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We > 
not only 2 certain Number of Prieſts, but 
alſo a certain Number of Biſhops; in order 
to prevent the Prieſts from being obliged to 
SO abroad for Ordination. 

It has been obſerved, that in thoſe Coun- 
tries where the Pa iſts converſe frequently 
with Proteſtants, their Principles are more 
ſoft and humane than they are either in ay 
or Spain, where the Inquiſition prevails; and 
therefore Proteſtant Legiſlatures cannot exert 


themſelves too much in enacting ſuch Laws 


as are moſt effectual to prevent a foreign 
Education; ſince Perſons, by being detained 
while they are young within the Limits of a 
Proteſtant Country, cannot avoid ſome Times 
hearing Arguments in Favour of Proteſtant- 
iſm, which, though they may not make an 
Impreſſion capable of converting them, will 


F . nevertheleſs not fail to ſoften them in their 


Averſion from it; and in Converſation even 
with Papiſts, as the Company which they 
keep is often mixed with Proteſtants, De- 
cency, Good- breeding, and even an Appre- 
henſion of offending againſt the Laws of 
the Land, reſtrain the Converſation, not on- 
ly with regard to Religion, but alſo with re- 
gard to the Pretender, from being ſo bigot- 
ted, and treafonable, as it would be in a 
Country where they are ſurrounded with no- 
* elſe but 1 and Facobijes. 
. However, 


— 


: . 

However, before theſe Schemes ſhould 
be put in Execution, it was thought proper 
to begin by Degrees, and to try whether the 
Roman Catholick Clergy would firſt come 
into ſuch a 7% as is Progr by this Au- 


thor, before the Legiſlature proceeded any 
further. For as the Author atorementioned 
declares, . that © No Puniſhment can be too 
« ſevere in regard to Men, , whole Religion 
« teaches them to overturn every Govern- . 
« ment, where their own ſpiritual Dactrines 
„ do not prevail; I think it lies upon the 
Roman Catholicks to give ſome better Proof 
than barely the above Declarations of a 
ſingle Layman, that they do not hold or 
maintain any Principles that are everſive of 
all Government, where their own ſpititual 
Doctrines do not prevail; and in particular 
to declare peremptorily and explicitly whe- 
ther the Doctrine of the Supremacy of tbe 
Pope be one of the Tenets of their Religion 
or not. For, if by the Tenets of their Re- 
ligion the Pope has any Juriſdiction, either 
Spiritual or Temporal, over the Roman 
Catholicks of this Kingdom, then the Pope, 

if he has any Diſlike to the Prince upon the 
Throne of theſe Kingdoms, certainly may, 
and as certainly will, as far as his Power 
goes, overturn that Gevernment.. -, _* 
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It is only trifling to ſay that the Roman 
Catholicks are willing to renounce the tem- 
poral Supremacy of the Pope, but not the 
Spiritual. For it ſignifies nothing to re- 
nounce the one, unleſs they are willing to 
renounce them both. The temporal Juriſ- 
diction of the Pope never frightened any one 


Man alive further from Rome, than where 


the Sbirri, that is the Roman Catchpoles, 
or the Officers of the Inquiſition could lay 
their Hands on him; but it is his ſpiritual 
Juriſdiction that has done all the Miſchief. 
For while either Prieſts or People think it is 
in the Pope's Power to ſuſpend the Offices 
of the Clergy, who live out of the Precincts 
of his own Juriſdiction as a temporal Prince, 
and to prevent the People from receiving 

Abſolution, and Extreme Unction, and to 
interdiet them from the Sacraments, Sc. If 
they think at the ſame Time that the Per- 
formance of theſe Offices is neceſſary to their 
Salvation, is it not in the Pope's Power 7 
overturn Government, or to do any Thing 


elſe that he thinks proper? 
Mlen are naturally religious. And though 
their Paſſions ſometimes get the better of 
their religious Principles, yet they are very 
apt, When they underdo their Duty in one 
Point, to overdo it in others, in Hopes of 
ſtriking a Ballance in their Favour. And 
hence ariſes all that ſuperſtitions Regard 

. A5. Which 
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which is paid to the Forms and Ceremonies, 
as well as that tremendous Veneration, which 
is paid to the Clergy of the Church of Rome; 
and which is artfully kept up by the Pope, 
not only for religious, but alſo for worldly 
Purpoſes ; the Clergy, and eſpecially the 
Monks and Friars, who are the great Sup- 
porters of Popery, being therefore truly, 
though vulgarly termed, the Pope's Militia. 

Proceſſions, and Faſtings, and Maſſes, are 
rformed at a much eaſier Rate than the 
ſubduing of thoſe favourite Paſſions, _ of 
whatſoever Kind they be, that are moſt 
agreeable to our Nature; and the conquer- 
ing of which is the great Touchſtone chat 
Almighty God hath been pleaſed to appoint 
for the Trial of our Virtue. To counter- 
ballance which the gainful Doctrines of A. 
ſolutions, and Diſpenſations, and Tndulgences, 
and Purgatory, and Prayers, for the dead 
have been invented by the Papal Chair; 
which bong © be had for Money, and that 
at a cheap Rate too, (for I think a Maſs for 
the dead is only rated at four Pence, or 
thereabouts,) there is no Body, how poor 
ſoever, that is exempted from theſe Contri- 
butions. And when a Man comes to die, 
when Eternity and a future Judgement are 
ſtaring him in the Face, then it is that the 
Attendance of the Prieſt is declared ſo ne- 
ceſſary towards his Salvation, then the Sa- 
| 5 crament 


„14 3 


crament of Extreme Unction muſt be admi- © 
niſtered; Prayers for the dead muſt be re- 
commended unto him; and when a Man 
can no longer avail himſelf of the Goods of 
this World, how eaſy is it to perſwade even 
the moſt griping Miſer, for the Good of his 
Soul, to part with ſome of that Wealth, 
wha he can now. no otherwiſe keep to him- 
rr wats as 8 
With the ſame worldly View it is, that the 
Doctrine of the Dependence of the Clergy 
on the Pope, and the Independence of the 
Church upon the State, is ſo favourite a 
Point with the See of Rome. Whereas, in 
reality, there are few, Doctrines recom- 
mended more ſtrongly, or more plainly, in. 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, than the Dependence 
of the Church upon the State; than the 
paying of Obedience to he Powers that be, 
whether they are of the ſame Religion with 
ourſelves. or not, and giving to Cæſar the 
Things that are Czſar*s, — That Supplications, 
Prayers, Interceſſions, and giving of Thanks be 
made for all Men; — For Kings, and for all that 
are in Authority ;, that we may lead a quiet, 
and peaceable Life in all Godlineſs and Ho- 
nefty ; "And this net only for Fear of Wrath, 
but for Conſcience date. Our Saviour hath 
poſitively declared that his Kingdom is not 
of this World: And it is not to ene 


® 1 Tim. ii, 1, 1 Rom, xiii. 1, &c. 


e 

that he would delegate chat Power to any of 
his Apoſtles, or their Succeſſors, which he 
had renounced in himſelf. Whereas, if by 
giving the Power of the Keys to St. Peter, 

he hath exempted the Clergy from any Ju- 

riſdiction, but that of the Pope, he has 

thereby, in Effect, made the Biſhop of 
Rome the greateſt and moſt abſolute Mo- 
narch upon the Face of the Earth. For 
while People think they have Souls to be 
ſaved, they will always have a due Regard 
for the Clergy; and if the Clergy never 
abuſed this Power, their Influence would be 
almoſt boundleſs. But the Misfortune is, 
that by their Miſconduct, and the Abuſe of 
this Power, they have convinced the Laity 
that they are not to be truſled with it, and 
that it was never intended they ſhould be ex- 
empted from the Juriſdiction of the tempo- 

ral Power of the State. . 


7 
* 


The Author of the Caſe of the Roman 
.Catholicks, ſpeaks. very frequently with a 
due Senſe of the Bleſſings of civil and na- 
tional Liberty; but he does not ſeem to be 
aware, that People may be Prieſt-ridden as 
well as King-ridden ; and that the worſt 
Kind of Slayery in the World, is that which 
penetrates into the Heart and Conſcience. 
He ought therefore to diſtinguiſh between 
bid Lay-Part of the Roman Catholicks and 
the Clergy, and not confound them together, 
ral = 
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as he does when he fa ys, 6 the great Char- 
de ter of the Brith/ÞViberties was obtained” * 
e and the Conſtitutibn of the preſent: G0. 
e vernment was brought almoff to its Per- 
«i fection in the Days of Popery.*** Which,” 
is not as true as our Author ſeems to ima. 

ine; for the great Charter of the Britiſi 7 
Faber w obtained not hy the Spirit or*. 
Popery, but by the Spirit 'of Liberty Which 
flowed in the Veins of the Lay Part of our 
Koman Catholick Anceſtors; For King ore . 
had ſurrendered his Crown to the 
and it was the Reſentment that the Fara” 
and Freemen'of England ſhewed againſt this: 
Abaſement of his Dignity, which made them, 
although they were Roman Catholicks, take 
up Arms againſt Popery; and ſtruggle both. 
againſt King and Pope, not for the Acqui-- 
ſition of any new Right, but for the Eftab-- 
liſnment of their antient Privilege. 

Nor was the Conſtitution of the preſent” 
Government brought almoſt to its Perfection 
in the Days of Popery. For it was not 
brought to its Perfection till the Proteſtant 
Revolution, under King PVilliam the Third 
of Glorious Memory, took Effect. But 
indeed the Foundation of it was laid in the 
Days of Popery ; and ſo was the Foundati- 
on of the Reformation in Religion too. But 
not by the Prieſts or the Papiſts: For it. 
Was the Deed of che Laity, and not of the 

' Priefts_ 


| cn) 
Prieſts, And i it was the HF 8 


rence and Deteſtation hich the Roman Ca- 


tholick Laity had conceived at the deſpo- 
tick and overgrown Power of the Pope 1 
his Clergy, that encouraged and enabled 
King Henry the 8th to caſt off the Supre- 
macy of the Pope. For he went no further 
in the Reformation than that. In all the y 
other Doctrines of the Romiſh Religion, he 
was as bigotted a. Catholick, as the Pope 
himſelf; and not only lived, but died in 
thoſe Sentiments. | ö 
It ſignifies nothing what his private Mo- | 
tives were for quarrelling with the Pope, 
for if the Minds of the Bulk of the Laity 
had not been alienated from the Pope, the 
ing would never have been able to have 
brought about his own Deſigns. ſo effectu- 


ally. Which Clamour again the Pope had 


begun among the Laity in England, 15 long 
ago as the Reign of Henry. the 2d, when 


all the Kingdom were Roman Catholicks, 


and had been encreaſing in Strength from 
that Time, till it burſt out in Action under 
the Influence of Henry the 8th ; and when 
that arbitrary Prince dethroned the Pope in 
England, and put himſelf at the Head of 
the Church, he did not aſſume to himſelf 
any one truly ſpiritual Power whatſoever, 
but left thoſe in the Hands of the Biſhops; 
and was declared by his Parliament, the ſu- 
| preme 
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preme Head, n 108 BE s he of 
Chriſt; but c cb vile Cr * 
and of that only às far as it is RE 
governable by human Laws. Which 0 
Jone both in Englaud and Ee by the Le- 
Farah Powers of each. Realen, 1 5 there 
re, although my Intent is by 
| criticiſe or Fault with th rs lu 
are in the aforementioned Treat. en 
The Caſe of the Roman. Catbolicts, go 
that would be entering into an HONG: 
. and diſagreeable Controverſy, but ra- 
ther is to ſelect and ſupport thoſe. Poſi- 
tions where I think he is in the right; 
yet I cannot but take Notice of one Part of 
a Paragraph. where he ſays, In England 
<« the great Changes of Religion were made 
under the, Sanction of Law, by ſuch a 
«© Repreſentation of the Nation in Parlia- 
« ment, as the ſeveral prevailing Parties had 
: Influence enough to procure; and the 
6% Minds of the Majority were quieted by. 
« ſeeing ſuch Changes countenanced by all 
« the ; Ra of a legal Eſtabliſhment, In 
« Ireland, where this conſtitutional Right 
« was omitted, and that in an Affair of ſo 
„ much Importance, the chief Men of land- 
1 ed Property, and conſequently the Body 
« of the People oppoſed the Reformation: 
« And _ y had COP Right to BD 
2 | * W1 


[@\a, 
92. 


% * * 


(16) 


uage of the Gait 
tg Li he Lage on their Side. = 
8 5 from the reading of this Paragra 

wobld not any one magine that the raph or. 
_— Religion Frland, was broug ghet 


by: anticonftjrutional- Methods ?. a | 
Ys of the Pope was ſet ae 
wie the Gonſent br Approbation of an 
Irijh Parliament? and lie le liiabiraries. 
were obliged. to de what they did, even as 


| gainſt the Taro of the Wickede Pow. , 


ers, and were dragooned into a Reforma- 
tion? whereas it appears from undeniable 
Proof, that the Matter of Fact was quite : 
otherwiſe.” and that the Reformation was 
brought about here in Ireland by the fame- 
regular, conſtitutional, ' and parliamentary 
Methods as it was in England: Which will 

be manifeſt to every one who will but give 
himſelf the Trouble of looking into the 
common Books of the Ii Statutes, where 
he will find that 4. P. 1337, 28 Hen. 8. 
a Parliament was holden in- Dublin under, 
Gerald, Earl of Kildare, which fat from the 
19th of May to the 29th. of September, when 


it was finally prorogued; the 1 13th Chapter 


of which, becauſe ſe I chooſe in this Paper to, 
deal much in Matters of Fad," begins with, 
the following, Words. An A "againſt the. 
Authority of the' Biſhop of Rome. And che 
Preambſe to it, is alfo as follows. For- 
3 -- aſmuch. 
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aſmuch as notwithſtanding the good and 
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<« .wholeſome Laws, Ordinances, and Sta- 
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tutes heretofore made, enacted and eſtab- 
iſhed by the King's Highneffe, out moſt. 
gracious Sovereign Lord, and by the 
whole Conſent of this high Court of Par- 


liament, for the Extirpation, Abolition. 


and Extinguiſhment out of this Land of 
the pretended Power, and,uſtirped Au- 


 thority of the Biſhop of Rome {by ſome 


called the Pope) uſed within the ſame, . 


which did obfuſcate td wreſt Gods holy, 


Word and Teſtament a long Seaſon from 
the ſpiritual and true Meaning thereof, 
to his worldly and carnal, Affection, as 
. Pomp, Glory, Avarice, Ambition, and, 
_ Tyranny, covering and ſhadowing, the, 
ſame with his human and crafty Devices, 


Traditions and Inventions, ſet forth un- 


der the Cloke of Virtue, only to pro- 


mote and eſtabliſh his Dominion, as well 


both upon the Souls and Bodies, as alfa. 


upon the temporal Goods of all Chriſti- 


an People, excluding not only Chriſt out 


of his Kingdom, and Role of, Man's 
Soul as much as he might, but alſo other 


temporal Kings and Princes out of their 
Dominions, which they ought to have 
by God's Law, upon the Bodies and 
Goods of their Subjects, whereby he did 
In e nern . 

ger pry pob the ee eee e 
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Se 


* eee God, of his b Honour. 5 


< Right, and Preheminence due unto him 
<« by the Law of God, but alſo ſpoiled this 
= his Land of Freland yearly of innumer- 
* able Treaſure, and beſides the Loſſes of 
e the ſame, deceived the King's loving and 
< obedient Subjects, perſwading to them by 


his Laws, Bulls, and other his deceive- 


de able Means, ſuch, Dreams, Vanities, and 
„ Fantaſies, as by the ſame many of them 
0 were ſeduced, and conveyed unto ſuper- 
< ſtitious and erroneous Opinions, ſo that 
© the King's Majeſty, the Lords Spiritu- 
al and Temporal, and the Commons in 
this his Land being over wearied, and fa- 
e tigued with the Experience of the in- 
« finite Abominations and Miſchief pro- 
s ceeding from his Impoſtures, and crafty 
e coloured Deceits, to the great Damages 
of Souls, Bodies, and Goods, were forced 
* of Neceſſity for the publick Weal of thiag 
e Land, to exclude that foreign pretende 
Power, Juriſdiction, and Authority uſed 
< and uſurped within this ſaid Land, and 
to deviſe ſuch Remedies for their Re- 
< lief in the ſame, as doth not only re- 
e dound ta the Honour of God, the high. 
«© Praiſe and Advancement of the King 
' «« Majeſty, and of this his Land, but 
«C6 the 


3 Gi 19 15 
« the great and ineſtimable Villey of. the. 
% ſame.” Sc. 
80 that it is manifeſt from SEED 1151 the 


ou was legally and conſtitutionally de 
of his Power over the Souls, Bodie 


1 Goods of the Inhabitants of tis Realm 4 


but not till after the King, Lords, and Com- 


mons had been overwearied and fatigued with 
the infinite Abominations of bis. crafty colour- 


ed Deceits, and had found by Experience, 


that notwithfanding the Foe good 2258 poo 
retofore 


Laws, Or dinantes, 
made, by the King, and by the whole Conſent 
of Part tament, for the Extirpation of the. 
pretended Power, and u bln ur ed Aut berih of, 
the Biſbop, of Rome, 

And what ſhews beyond all Contradicti- 
on, that this fate was a general Par- 


liament of the whole Kingdom, and not 


compoſed only of the Lords and Common · 
ers who belonged to the four Counties, that 


were comprehended within, the Engliſh. Pale, 


is. an Act of Parliament in dur common Sta- 
tute Books, that was paſſed ſo long before 
this as A. D. 1495, when Sir Edward Poyn- 
ings was Lord Deputy, 10 Hen, 78578 
By which all the Acts made in à Parliament 
held at Dragbeda, before Robert Preſton, 
Lord Gormanſtown, | are declared. null and 
void; the chief Reaſon . is given for 
which is, that there Was #0 0 gener Summons 


8 
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of the faid Parliament; but only to the four: 
Shires within the En 21h Pale. Whence Is, 
is manifeſt that as this Kingdom grew more 
and more reclaimed after the Reign of He 
VIE: the Summons to Parliament, ou 
de more extenſive, rather than other- 
wiſe. 
Whence alſo it Wor that this Dilreliſh: 
to the overgrown. Power of the Pope, bad. 
been long collecting in Ireland as well as 
in England ; as is "Further manifeſted from 
another 1ri/h- Act of Parliament, which is 
in our Statute Books. 32 Hen. VI. c. my 
wherein it is enacted, „ that all Statutes: 
e made againſt Proviſors, (to the Court of 
« Rome) as well in n_England as in Ireland, 
<« be had and kept in Force.” The · Arſt 4 
which Acts, that are by this Statute eltab- 
liſhed here in Treland, was made A. D. 1297, 
25 Edward. I. and were all intended to pre- 
vent the Pope from filling of any Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Benefices either f in England or Jreland,, 
and of robbing the King, the Biſhox 8. and 
other Patrons of their Juſt Ri ght of Patron- 
age, by his pretended. 11 uſurped Autho- 
rity of granting Bulls for the Pifsolal of 
the ſame. And yet the whole Kingdom at 
that Time were Roman , Catholicks, and 
notwithſtanding thei r frequent "Declarations 
againſt this uſu pech Power of the Pope 


dipoling of e W =" 
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rede as \ King 8 8. himſelf, continued to 
be Roman Catholicks even after the- laſt 


mentioned Act of Parliament, 28 Hen. 8. 


As appears from another Act of Parliament 
hic, was paſſed by the Houſe of Lords in 
England, on the 16th. of June 1540. 31 Hen. 
. and had the Royal Aſſent on the laſt Day 
of the Seſſions. Whereby it was enacted, 
Idſt, that © If any Perſon by Word, Wri- 
42 tin „Cyphering, or any other- 
5 : 175 4 7 — teach, diſpute, hold 
N toy that in the bleſſed Sacrament of 
0 the Altar, under the Form of Bread and 


85 „Wine (ven 1 Nahevs! is not 


en four Haren, Jud Cbrift,) conceived 


* 17 the Virgin Maty stor that after the 


faid Conſecration there remaineth any Sub- 
ct ſtance; of Bread and Wine, or _ ther 
.<<. Subſtance. but the Subſtance of 3 
he God and Mans Gr. eee 
uh « 2dly,, And if any Perſon od b 
Sermon, or Collation openly made, or 
4 * teach, in any common School, or Congre- 
8 1, Ons 85 obſtinately affirm, or defend, 
4 that the- 
<* ment. Web th Kinds is neceflary;)for the 
. Health of, Man's Soul, or eught br 
* ſhould k be adminiftred in both Kinds 3 or 
1 e it is neceſſary co be receiyed by any 


erſon 


ommunion of the bleſſed Sacra- 
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-- Perſon, other than Prieſts, being at Maſs 
„ and conſecrating the fame: 
8 zaly. Or that any Man after the Order 
. of Prieſthood received, may marry, or 
„ contract Matrimon7: 
„ Athly. Or that any Man or Woman 
„ which adviſedly hath vowed or profeſſed, 
or [ſhould vow or profeſs Chaſtity, or 
„ Widowhood, ity" marry or contract 
„ Marriage: 
2 &. cthly. Or that private Maſſes be not 
< lawful, or not laudable, or ſhould not be 
_ «« fed, or be not agreeable to the Laws of 


„ 


51 6thly. Or that auricular Confeſſion is 

not expedient, and neceſſary to be uſed 
* in the Church of God, he ſhall be adjudg- 
< ed to ſuffer Death, and forfeit Lands and 


Goods as a Felon, Er. 


Whenee it is plain, that all this Outery 
' which hath been made of late Years | 
the Reformation, on Account of the wicked 
Life of Henry the 8th, is without Founda- 
tion; he being as to his religious Principles, 
(chough not as to his moral Actions) as good 
à Roman Catholick - as any in England or 
Treland. 5 

And indeed herein conſiſts the true Di- 
p ſtin&tion between'a Roman Catholick and a 
Papiſt. Parts Roman Catholicks being ſuch 
as profeſs the religious Doctrines of the 
44 5—＋ Church 
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G of Rome, at the ſame Time that they 
diſavow the uſurped Politicks of the Court 


of Rome; whereas the Papiſts are ſuch as 


7 equally acknowled ge the religious, Doctrines 
of the Church of Rome, and [the overgrown 
Power of the Po opt of Rome. 

As to which laſt, I think it is impoſſible 


for any one to plead in their Behalf; or to 


expect that they can be permitted to ſubſiſt 
under any Government which differs from 


the religious Principles of the See of Rome, 


without having the ſevereſt Hand held over 
them, and being ruled witch a Rod of Tron. 
And that not on Account of their religious, 


but 7heir political Faitb; as the ingenious 
Author, I have ſo often already quoted, very 


rl reſſeth it. All the ſangu 
1 hich are made againſt ſuch, 4 479 
ing intended to ſecure the Conſtitution in 
Church and State from being infected with 
their religious Tenets, but from being over- 
turned by the Machinations of Men who are 


 Traitors by Principle. n 
The Author of the Caſe of the Reman Ca- 


5 tholicks ſeems to be conſcious of this oyer- 


wn and u Power of the Pope ; 
which, however, he thinks did not begin to 
| exceed its due Bounds till about the gth 
Century; for, ſays he, The Intrigues of 
“ the ourt of Rome, it muſt be 9 


ve orgs of the political 
” R „ 
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4 K wits which exerciſed and waſted « Chr 122 


- « dom for ſeveral Ages. It cannot be for- 
got by what Means, nor doth it hurt our 
„ holy Religion to ſhew for what Ends, the 


governed this Part of the World, from 


che ninth to the ſixteenth Century: How 
by blending temporal Power with, her ſpi- 
ritual Authority, ſhe extended PRIN of 
<5, Juriſdiction over moſt, although not all 
the Kingdoms of the Weſt. A Species 
e of Dominion for which certainly ſhe had 


no divine Legation; which in moſt In- 
$5. ſtances, ſhe n but very indiffe- 


5; rently ; and w hich i im ſome the e 
«, very arbitrarily. "oh 

But, ſays this 05 I in; another Place, in 
nden to take off the Force of this Obj ection. 
46, The. Supremacy of the Pope! A Pd 


Judge will find no Impiety i in this, and 


6: will. hardly. think it a great Error, 
When he conſiders che Doctrine of Anti- 
quity on this Subject: and he may think 
it a very remiſſible one; when he conſiders 
, alſo, that as the Truth and Church are 
Fut one, it muſt be a rational Belief, that 
<<, Chriſt, in his great Charity to Mankind 

0 75 left a. viſible oo, on Earth, to pre ſi de 


* 5 l where where is, 0 Center's fy 
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Churches mult differ, and cee 

« hate, if not per ſecute, each other. 
The Supremacy of the Pope is a Doctrine 
that has been ſo learnedly, and fo frequently, 
refuted, that one would think it needleſs to 
— ſaying any Thing upon that Subject 
at preſent. But as every particular Perſon 
has his own Way of N. a Subject; and 
as Curioſity engages Perſons to read new | 

Books, when older ones, though perhaps 

much better written, are often neglected, I | 
ſhall, without having Regard to what has 
been before written upon this Subject, con- 
ſider it in my own Way; and ſhall produce 
a few Matters of Fact which will ſhew the 
Riſe and * of this Doctrine of the 
Supremacy of the Pope from the earlieſt 
Ftiquity, as referred to by this Author, 4 
down to the ninth Century at leaſt, from 
which Time this Author allows the Power = 
claimed by the Pope to have greatly exceed- 
ed its juſt Bounds, - 

Whether the Supremacy of the Pope be a 
rational Article of Belief or no, as this Au- 
chor aſſerts it to be, I ſhall not enquire, be- 
J be what a s reaſonable to one may 

| r in another Light to another Perſon; 
2 Whether it is reaſonable to think that 

Cri but of his great Charity to Man 4 

ought to have left one viſible Head 


as "a \ 
+ 2 I 
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manifeſt that there may be Unity without 
Uniformity, as well as Uniformity without 
Unity. But the true Queſtion is, whether 
Cbriſt hath really left any ſuch Perſon after 
him, and whether the Biſhop--or Pope off 
Rome 1s that Perſon? This is a Matter of 
Fact, which I ſhall endeavour to enquire into 
with all the Impartiality that I am capable 
of; and therefore ſhall avoid all Reaſoning 
upon the Subject as much as poſſible, but 
ſhall chiefly produce and inſiſt upon Matters 
of Fakt, which are in general ſuch ſteady 
and ſtubborn Evidence, that all the Artifice 
of Sophiſtry can hardly twiſt them to a 
JJ“ 
Nov the firſt Matter of Fact that I ſhall 
produce, is the Converſation which happened 
411272208 our Saviour and St. Peter, when 
our Saviour aſked his Apoſtles this Queſtion , 
But whom ſay ye that I am?. And Simon 
Peter anſwered and ſaid, Thou art Chriſt the 
Son of the living God. And Jeſus anſwered 
and ſaid unto bim, Bleſſed art thou Simon 
Barjona : for Fleſh and Blood hath not re- 
vealed if unto thee, but my Father which is 
in Heaven. And I ſay alſo unto thee, bat 
thou art Peter, and upon this Rock I wiLL 
BUILD MY CHURCH: and the Gates of Heil 
ſhall not prevail againſt it. And T1 wilt cive + 
. unto thee the Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven: 
and whatſoever thou ſhalt bind on Earth, ſhall 
„ 


(27) 
be bound in Heaven: and whaiſuever thou 
alt looſe on Earth ſball be looſed in Heaven? . 

It is a Queſtion among the learned 'whe- 
ther this Expreſſion, upon this Rock I will 
build my Church, is-to be applied to the Per- 
Jon of St. Peter, or to the Confeſſion of 
Faith made by St. Peter, that Feſus was the 
Chriſt, the. we; 4 the living God. But to 
avoid all unneceſſary Diſputes, I will at pre- 
ſent take it for granted that it was intended 

for, and was applied to, the Perſon of St. 
Peter. Upon which Suppoſition the Mat- 
ter of Fact then is, that our Saviour did at 
this Time promiſe to St. Peter that he would 
ſome Time or other build his Church upox 
Bim; and that unto him he would give the 
| Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven; c. 
For it was not ſpoken in the Ae Tenſe, 
but in the Future. And in this the vulgate 
Tranſlation of the Bible, publiſhed by the 
Authority of the Papal Chair, agrees with 
the Tranſlation above quoted; for it ſays, 
Zdificabo, Dabo, &c. Now then we come 
to another Matter of Fact; and that is, the 
Performance of this Promiſe; by which we 
- ſhall find out whether this Promiſe was in- 
tended to be fulfilled by giving thoſe Pow- 
ers to St. Peter alone, excluſive of the reſt 
of the Apoſtles, or whether it was to be 
n to the reſt of the Apoſtles, as well as 
My FIRES of | to 

* Mat. xvi. 15, , 15 18, by” 4 
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to St. Peter. But we never hear any Thing 
of the actual conferring of theſe Powers, 
either to St. Peter, or to the reſt of the A- 
poſtles, till the Day of our Saviour's Reſur- 
rection from the dead; when it is ſaid, That 
then the ſame Day at Evenin 5, being the þrſt. 


Day of the Week, when the Doors were 25 
uubere the Diſciples were aſſembled for Fear 0 
.the Jews, came Jeſus and flood in the Mi 
and ſaith unto them, Peace be unto you. And 
ben he had ſo ſaid, be ſbewed unto them bis 


Hands and his Side. Then were the Diſciples 


glad when they ſaw the Lord. 7. ben ſaid Fe- 
fais unto them again, Peace be unto you: as my 
Father hath ſent me, even ſo ſend I you, And 
hen he had ſaid this, he breathed on them, 


and ſaith unto them, Receive ye the boly Gt. 


Mpoſeſocver Sins ye remit, they are remitted un- 


Iso them; and whoſe 2ſoever Sins ye retain they * N 
are retaine#*, Whence it is manifeſt to a 


Demonſtration by this Matter of Fact, that 
theſe Powers were neither intended to de gi- 
yen, nor ever were given, to St. Peter alone ex- 


cluſive of the reſt of the Apoſtles; but were 


communicated to him and to them all at the 


ſame Time. And in this The Author of 


the Caſe of the Roman Catholicks, &c. ſeems 
to agree with me. For in a Note at the 
Bottom 


* Joh. XX. 19, 20, 21, 22, 25. Where the Vul- 
gate exactly agrees with this Tranſlation. Mitto ves, 
& dixit eis, 3 &c. a 


T. „ 


c 7 
« 


Gag) 


Bottom of the 15th Page where he is men- 


tioning the Errors that have abounded in all 
Chriſtian Communities, whether Greet, Ro- 
man, Papiſt, or Protęſtant; he ſays, <* This 
«© by a peculiar Providence, doth not affect 
« the catbolick Church whoſe Tenets are in- 
e variable: ſhould the Roman Pontiff, 


«© whoſe Supremacy is neceſſary towards 
es the Preſervation of Unity, propoſe others * 


&« as relative to them; ſuch Doctrines muſt 
ce ſtand or fall by the Evidence or Inevi- 
«© dence of the Relation, The holy See 
« doth not preſs any ſuch, as Articles of 


„Faith, until approved and received by the 


« whole Church.” Whence it appears, that 


the Opinion of this Gentleman is, that the 
Biſhop of Rome is neither infallible in him- 


felf, nor hath Power to enact any one Arti- 
cle of. Faith, as Succeſſor of St. Peter, un- 


til it is approved of and received by the 


whole Church. 
But it is further urged, chat in a few Days 

after this, aur Saviour appeared again to 

ſome of his Diſciples, - Peter being there 


among them, and our Saviour ſaid unto - 
him, Simon, Son of Jonas, loveſt thou me 


more than the ſe ? He ſaith unto him, yea, 
Lord; thou knoweſt that I love thee. He 


ſaith unto him, FEED my Lamss. Joh. xxi. 


13. Which Queſtion and Anſwer were re- 
peated three Times before our Saviour in- 
formed 


(59) 

ns St. Peter of what Kind of Death he 
- ſhould die; And by which Words the Ad- 
vocates for papal Supremacy, ſay, that a 
Power of Juriſdiction was given to Peter 
alone, diſtinct from the Power of A poſtle- 
ſhip that had been communicated to him 

equal with all the reſt. | Which indeed may 
be eaſily faid, but the Proof of it is the Dif- 


kculty. + For to a common Underſtanding ; 


theſe Words mean no more than a Caution, 

conſidering; the Difficulties and Dangers he 
was to undergo, .to make him take Care of 
the Flock committed to his Charge; and in 
this Senſe theſe Words are made Uſe of by 

St. Paul in the Advice which he gave to the 
Elders of Epbeſus, when he ſaid unto them, 


Take heed therefore unto your ſelves, and ta all 


the Flock, over which the boly Ghoſt hath 
made you Overſeers, TO FEED THE CHURCH 
or Gop. Acts xx. 28. But Argumentation 
is infinite. Let us therefore apply to Mat- 
ters-of Fact, which cannot deceive. + 
Accordingly if we enquire, into. the Mat- 


ters of Fact, we ſhall find that St. Peter ex- 


erciſed no more Superiority over the reſt of 
the Apoſtles, or over the reſt of the Diſci- 
ples, than the other Apoſtles did, but rather 


the Contrary. For when a Council was 
ſummoned at Jeruſalem, A. D. 47. or about 
fourteen Years after the Death of our Sa- 
viour, to determine the Diſpute about Cir- 

cumciſion, 


— 
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cumciſion, | Aud the Apoſtles and Elders 
came together to conſider of the Matter, St. 


Peter's Speech as one of the Aſſembly is re- 


corded in the Acts of the Apoſtles, after 
which Paul and Barnabas ſpoke, and at laſt 
St. James, as Biſhop of Jeruſalem and Pre- 
ſident of the Aſſembly, ſummed up the 
whole Debate, and gave Judgment in his 
own Name, faying, Wherefore My SEN- 
 TENCE 7s that wwe trouble not them, which 
from among the Gentiles are turned unto God; 
but that we write unto them, &c. 5 With 
which the Vulgate Tranſlation of this Paſ- 
fage of Scripture alſo agrees. Proptor quod 
Eco Jupico, non. inquietari es qui ex Cen- 
 tibus convertuntur ad Deum, ſed ſcribere ad 
eos, &c. which was accordingly done. 

And ſome Years after this, when a Diſpute 


aroſe at Jeruſalem, about St. Paul's purify- 
ing himſelf, another Council was ſummoned, - 


wherein it appears that James, as Biſhop of 
that City, again preſided ; for ſays St. Luke, 
The Day following Paul went in with us unto 
IJAuzs, and all the Elders were preſent, &c. 
Acts xxi. 19. 4 a 
St. Paul in his Epiſtle to the Galatians, ' 
which was written about A. D. 55, giving 
an Account of his meeting with St. Peter at 
Antioch, declares that he with ſtood him to the 
Face, becauſe that he was to be blamed, _ 


\ 


5 Acts xv. 19. | + Gal. ii. 11. 


1 - 
And in his Epiſtle to the Corinthians, which 
was written A. D. 57, St. Paul makes no 
Difficulty of ſaying, For I ſuppoſe 1 am not 
a Whit behind the very chiefeſs Apoſtles *, 
And in the ſame Chapter, when he is enu- 
merating the various Perils he had under- 
gone, and the Troubles which he had ſuſ- 
tained for the Sake of Chriſt, he adds, Be- 
fides thoſe Things which are without, that 
which cometh upon me daily, THE CARE OF 
ALL THE CHURCHES, Which laſt Expreſ- 
fion if it had happened to have been found 
in any of the Epiſtles of St. Peter, would 


have made a flaming Figure in the Annals 


of Rome, 1 
Thus far, therefore, there has no Matter 
of Fact appeared that puts the Power of St. 
Peter over the reſt of the Apoſtles or Diſ- 
ciples in any advantageous Light, but rather 
the Contrary. But let us ſuppole for the 
Preſent, that this Power of Juriſdiction had 
been delegated to him alone, and that he 
had been declared by Chriſt to be his Vicar 
upon Earth, how comes this Power dele- 
gated to the See of Rome? Did St. Peter 
never ordain any Biſhop but Clement? Who,. 
according to Euſebius, the beſt and earheſt 
Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtorian extant, was the third 
Biſhop after the Apoſtles, and was not made 
Biſhop of Rome until the twelfth Year of the 
| | - Emperor 
Cor. xi. 5. 
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Emperor Tus, which was 26 Years aſter, | 


| he Death of St. Peter. But ſuppoſe that 


Clement had been conſecrated by Peter him- 
ſelf, and had ſucceeded immediately after 
him, can it be ſuppoſed that St. Peter had 
never ordained any other Perſon but him? 
It appears from the Scriptures that he had 


been at Antioch, and from Ruffinus, and the 


pretended Recognitions of Clement, or Tra- 


vels of St. Peter, that in the Reign of Clau- 


dius he had ordained Zachæus Biſhop of Ce- 
ſarea Stratonis; has not therefore Zacheus, - 
and the Biſhop of Cæſarea Stratonis, at _ | 


as good a Title to be the Vicarius Chri 
the Biſhop of Rome? It is of no Conſequence 


to ſay, that Rome was a larger City than Ce: 2 
area, becauſe the Power was not delegated 


to the Place, but to the Man. 


Beſides, the Probability is, that St. Peter 
never was at Rome, the famous Story of his 
Conteſt there with Simon Magus being all a 


Forgery, founded on a Miſtake of ihn 


Martyr, who was a better Chriſtian than An- 
tiquary, and miſtook the Statue of a Sabin * 
God for that of Simon Magus, the Inſcription : 
on which was Semoni Sango Deo Fidio 5 which 
Fuſtin Martyr read Simoni Sanito, Se. and 
thence concluded, that Simon Magus had been 
worſhipped as a God at Rome. And in. his 
Apology, which he delivered in to the R- 
N „ | man 


Euſeb. Eccleſ. Hiſt, L. 3. C. 15. 
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nan Emperor, upbraids the Romans with this 
Fact, imagining that he had an infallible 
Proof of it; but the Statue has been ſince 

dug up in the Tibertine Iſland, and our mo- 
dern Virtuoſi, being more accurate in their 
Reſearches than Juſtin Martyr, have diſco- 
vered the Miſtake. Which Story, however, 
gaining Ground, and being propagated by 
Irenæus and others, on the Credit of Juſtin, 
this Addition of St. Peter's having gone to 
Rome on Purpoſe to defeat him, was invented 
by ſome pious Chriſtians. But, that this 
could not be true, is plain from hence, 
becauſe Juſtin ſays nothing about St. Peter, 
which he would not have omitted in his Apo- 
logy for the Chriſtians, if he had gained ſo 
remarkable a Victory over Simon Magus as 
this Legendary Story reports; nor is it to be 
ſuppoſed that the Romans would have erected 
an Altar to him, or have worſnhipped him as 
2 God, if he had been defeated in this pub- 
lick Manner. Nor indeed could they, with- 
out a Decree of the Senate, have done any 
ſuch Thing, as one of the Laws of the 
twelve Tables prohibited the Introduction 


of zew Gods, either in publick or private, 


without Leave of the State; which ſays, Se- 
Paratim Nemo habeſfit Deos, neque novos : ſed 
ne Advenas, niſi publice adſcitos, privatim co- 
lunto. And as to the Monumental Trophies 
which are ſaid to have been erected at Rome 


In 


7 


„ 
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in Si of St. Peter and St. Paul, we 
hear 3 of them till about the Time of 
Pope Zepbyrinus, towards the Beginning of 


the third Century, when this Story of St. 


Peter's having defeated Simon Magus had 
gained too much Credit in the World. Nor 


indeed can it well be imagined, that St. Pe- 
ter could be at Rome, and in the ſame Dun- 
geon with St. Paul, and yet St. Paul never 
once mention him in his ſecond Epiſtle to 
Timothy, which was written juſt before his 
Death, and i in which he enumerates ſo many 


of his Actyaintance, and tells who had de- 


ſerted him when he came to his Trial, and 
who had ſtuck by him. 


However, let us ſuppoſe, Fox Argument 
Sake, that Cement was the only Diſciple 
which St. Peter had ever ordained; that St. 


Peter had been at Rome, and that he inveſted 


his Favourite Clement with the Plenitude of 


his Power; and then let us-enquire into the 


Matters of Fact, and fee how this Power 


was executed. It i is natural enough to ima- 
gine, that the Biſnop of Rome, who was Biſhop 
of the then Metropolis of the World, might, 


in a little Time, be conceited of his Exalta- 


tion to ſo high a Biſhoprick, and might be 
for dictating to his Brethren ; which, upon 
Enquiry, will be found to be the Matter of 
Fact. For though the Biſhop of Rome did 
not Eg lift up his * on high, 
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yet we ſhall find that towards the latter End 
of the ſecond Century, he then attempted to 
exalt himſelf, and aſſume Powers that in no 
wiſe belonged to him. Thus when Anicetus 


Biſhop of Rome had a Diſpute with Polycarp, 
who was Biſhop of Smyrna, and a Diſciple 


of St. John's, concerning the Time of cele- 
brating Eafter, in-order-to-ſettle which in an 
amicable Manner St. Polycarp took a Journey 
i Rome, what was the Event? Why, 


ey both parted as they met, each of their 


- own Opinion ſtill ; and Pohcarp, not either 
; tin 


g, or ever perhaps at that Time hear- 
ing, of any Infallibility that was lodged in 


the Roman Chair, returned to his Dioces, 


and continued to celebrate Eaſter aiter his 
own Faſhion. And Anicetus, not knowing 
that he had any Authority over him, went 


on his own Way himſelf, and let Polycarp go 
his. But about 50 Years afterwards, the 


Caſe was not the ſame, though the Diſpute 
was, between Victor + Biſhop of Rome, and 
Polycrates Biſhop of Epheſus; for Vidor 
thundred out his Anathemas againſt Poly- 
crales and the Afatick Biſhops ; and at the 
ſame Time wrote to the reſt of the Biſhops 
every where, exhorting them to follow his 
Example, and ta forbear communicating 
with the refractory Brethren of Aa. But 
G | unfortunately 
AD. 2 57. | 

+ Vitor was made Biſhop of Rome A. D. 192. 


— 
3 
* 


unfortunately fo macy of this Pope 
in the Exertion of ths Plenitiide of his Pow. 
er, inſtead of being obeyed; he was, aceord- 
ing to Euſchius , ſharply rebuked by his 
Brother Biſhops, and in particular by Jremæus, 
Biſhop of Lyons in Frame, as 4 Diſturber of 
the Peace of the Church. Theſe are Mat- 
ters of Fact 9 High ger for themſelves, and: 
ſtand in no need the Exaggerations of 
Oratory to put them in a ſtronger Light. 
Thus far therefore we have ſeen what was 
the original Power exerciſed by the Biſhop 
of Rome over foreign Biſhops, that is, over 
Biſhops who did not live within the Limits 


of his Archiepiſcopal Juriſdiction, as Biſhop | 


of Rome, And, upon the ſtricteſt E e 
I cannot find the leaſt Authority for his 
tended Supremacy over, them; at the E 


Time that there are cheſe undeniable Inſtances | 0 


to the contrary. 
During the Times of Perſecution Ale the 


firſt three hundred Years after Chriſt, we 


have very few Annals left of the Hiſtory of 
the Church; the Chriſtians of thoſe Days 
being generally content with keeping them- 
ſelves quiet, and thinking, themſelves well. 
treated if they were permitted to .ehjoy the- 
' Profeſſion of Av Religion without Perſecu- 


tion. But from the Time that the Roman 


r declared himſelf in Favour of 
Chriſtianity, 


* Euſeb, Ecclef. Hit. L. 4 0. 24. 
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5 
G and that Biſhopricks began to 
be gainful, as well as honourable, Employ- 
ments, the Scene began ſoon to change, and 


Diſputes to ariſe, betwixt them; by Which 


means we are furniſhed with ſome Materials 
to determine the then Power of. the Biſhops, 
and the Extent of their Juriſdiction, and, in 
particular, of the Biſhop of Rome. 
For though it was but A. D. 3125 that 
Conſtantine the Great had declared in Favour 
of Chriſtianity, yet A. D. 313; the African 


| Biſhops haying ſome Diſputes among them- , 


ſelves concerning the Validity. of the Ordi- 7 
nation of Cæcilianus, Biſhop. of Carthage, a 
Council of ſeventy Biſhops w jr Oy 
with Tigitanus, the Primate or Metropolitan 


of Numidia, at their Head; in which Coun- 
cil Judgment was given againſt Cæcilianus: 


upon which he appealed to the | * 


deſiring him to appoint ſome, iſhops to. 


« be Judges, who being ee e on 

« either Side, might give an. Impartial De- 

8 termination. 7 3 
| "I. 


* St. Auguſtin ine, from whom I have collected moſt 


of the Particulars of this Tranſaction, and who can- 


not be ſuſpected for being prejudiced againſt the See of 

Rome, ſays poſitively, Eos PETIISSE A Consr Ar Id 

tune Tempore Epi ſcopos, qui de his Juerſtonilus, gue in 

Africa exortæ, Pacis Vinculum dirimebant, Arbitrio 'me- 

dio judicarent. 

Auguſt. Op Tom. a. Epiſt 43. bat in the old 
ditions * 162. 


* 


(39) 

To which Appeal Majorinus, and the reſt 
of the Enemies of Cæcilian, having ſubmit- 
ted, they tranſmitted the Libels of their Ac- 
cuſation through the Hands of Anulinu s, 
Proconſul of Africa, to the Emperor, who, 
8 to the Requeſt of the Appellants, 

appointed Miltiades Biſhop of Rome, and four 
other Perſons, who were joined in Commiſ- 
ſion with him, to hear and determine this 
Affair. The four Perſons, who were joined 
in Commiſſion with Miltiades, were Marcus, 
Rbetitus, Marinus, and Maternus. Who 
this Marcus was is not certain; but that he 
muſt be a Perſon of great Conſequence in 
the Church, if not an Talian Biſhop, is ma- 
nifeſt from the Superſcription of the Empe- 
ror's Letter, which is equally addreſſed to 
him and the Biſhop of Rome ; and that one 
of this Name was ſoon after made Biſhop of 
Rome, is plain from Ruſinus, who aſſerts 
that Marcus ſucceeded & ylveßter, who ſuc- 
ceeded Miltiades in that Biſnhoprick. Rbe- 
titus was Biſhop of Autun in France; Mari- 

nus was Biſhop of Arles, and Maternus of 

Cologn. 
Dupin, in his Account of this Tranſaction 
on the Authority of Optatus, takes no No- 
tice of Marcus; but ſays, that fifteen Zalian 
Biſhops were added to the four abovemen- 

tioned, which made the Number of Judges 
nineteen. | 


„Ruf. Eccleſ, Hiſt, L. 1. C. 21, 


nineteen; But it is to be obſerved, that -Au⸗ 

guſtine, though he was an African Biſhop as 
2 as Optatus, had ſpent a great deal of his 
Time at Rome, which Optatus had not, and 
therefore was more likely to be acquainted 
with the true State of this Affair; and, 


when ſpeaking of it, calls thoſe Biſhops, who 


were appointed as Colleagues to the Biſhop of 
Rome, his Collegi tranſmarini Epiſcopi; which 


he would not have x rs had there been fif- 


teen 7/alizr Biſhops added thereto; But the 


original Letter from the Emperor, by which 


theſe Biſhops were appointed to act as Com- 

miſſioners in hearing and determining this 

Appeal, which is preſerved in Each, T> 

puts this Queſtion out of all $7,006 _ 18 
as follows: | 


Conaminus N to Miltiades Biſhop of 
5 wh 096 _ to Marcus. 


40 H REAS a great manyPhberrfiave 


oh been ſent to me from Anulinus, ä 
" Proconſul of Africa, which mention that 
% Czcilianus, Biſhop of Carthage, was charg- 
* ed by his Colleagues in Africa with ſeve- 

« ral Accuſations; it 1s very grievous to me, 
that in thoſe Provinces which the Divine 


_«: Goodneſs hath been pleaſed to put under 
my Government, and in which the People 


e 


+ Euſeb. Eccleſ. Hiſt. L. 10. C. 5. 
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. 
« are very numerous, they ſhould be divided 
« as it were into two Parties, and the Bi- 
« ſhops. differ among themſelves. It 18 
ec 8 my Will, that Gecilianus ſhould 
© come to with ten of the Biſhops 
de that accuſe him, and bring along with 
ce 285 at the ſame Time ten of his own 
Party; that there before you two, and 
« $376 and Maternus, - and Marinus, 
« your Colleagues, whom. 1 kave upon this 
« Account ordered to come to Rome, he 
« may be heard, as you ſhall judge moſt 
« ſuitably to the Divine Law. And to the 
End 50 yon may be able te ſearch this 
. Affair to the Bottom, F have ordered Co- 
« pies, of all thoſe Papers ſent me by. Aus- 


« Jinus, ta be. tranſmitted along with mx 


„Letters of Summons to all your Col- 


« leagues; which, when you as we read, vou 


« will conſider how the aforementioned Con- 


<« troverly is to be adjudged and determined 
60 according to Juſtice: Fer as much as it | 


does not eſcape your Penetration, that I 
% have that Reverence for the moſt holy 


4 Catholick Church, that, in general, E 


« would not have you have any Schiſm or 


« Diſagreement therein. May the Divi -acA 


66 .0f the moſt high God preſerve you.“ 


"Tow which this Council having aflem- 
bled at Reve, crane. to * 1 $ 


Order, 


7 
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Order, and having Heard the Cauſe, the De- 


termination was given in Favour of Cecili- 


anus. But Majorinus and his nine Biſhops, 


who were of the contrary Party, objected to 
the Sentence, on account of the Smallneſs 


of the Number of the Judges; and exclaim- 


ed againſt the Judgment, as if it was à Kind 
of Ufurpation in the Biſhop of Nome and 
8 — to pretend to reſcind a Judg- 
ment, which had been before determined b. 
a Council of ſeventy African Biſhops, Wick 
the Primate Tigitanus at their Head. To 


which Auguſtine gives this remarkable An- 
ſwer: Au quod nec ipſe 1. ſurpavit? Rogatus 


quippe Imperator, Fudices miſit Epiſcopos gui 
cum eo ſederent, & de tota illa Cauſa quod ju- 
ſtum videretur ſtatuerent. Hoc probamus, & 
Doniſtarum Precibus, & V erbis ipfins Impera- 
zoris.: That is: But what if Miltiades did 
not uſurp it? Since it was the Emperor, up- 
on Application made to him, that appointed 
thoſe Biſhops who ſate along with him to be 
Judges, and to decree what they thought was 
right upon hearing the Cauſe: Which may 
eaſily be proved both by the Petition of the 
Donatifts T, and the Emperor's Epiſtle. - 

Here then is a Caſe in Point. And now 
I appeal to all Mankind, whether i it 'is fot 

e 


Ko Prim Tigitanus, Ale? * 5 
7 A Name given this Party from one Donatu;, who 
was a leading Man in this Diſpute. . 


0 43 1) 
= 155 ine either, het 8 or 
e African Biſhops, ;or St ine, or even 
the Bilhop of Rome himſelf, did believe at 
that Time that there was an inherent Right 
of Juriſdiction in the See of Rome to hear 
and determine this Cauſe; or that the Biſhop 
of Rome had the leaſt Authority over theſe 
African Biſhops, but what was, pro bac vice, 
aſſigned to him along with his Colleagues 
the Emperor? For then the Smallneſs of the 
Number of his: Colleagues could have been 
no Objection; nor would St, Auguſtine, that 
great Advocate for the Raman See, have re- 
ſolved the Power by which the Biſhop. of 
Rome and his Colleagues proceeded in giving 
Judgment, into a Power delegated to them, 
not from St. Peter, but from the Emperor. 
Nor would the Emperor have N 
with the ſubſequent Petition of theſe Com- 
plainants, who objected againſt the. 1 
given againſt them by the Biſhap, a ae 
and at their Requeſt have appc g ler 
and more numerous Council "of Biſhops to 
aſſemble at Arles, and to hear this Cauſe aver 
again, if he had either imagined that the 
Biſhop of Rome had had an original Right of 
Juriſdiction over theſe * as Succeſſor 
of St. Peter, oi that when he was aſſembled 
in Council, with his Biſhops. about him, he 
was inſpired with the Talent of Infallibility ; 
ſince every one, who knows the lealt of the 
Charadter 


—— — b — 


- a 
Character of Conſtantine, muſt know how 
tender he was of the Rights of the Biſhops, 


and how obſervant he v was of all Kecleſafti 


cal Diſcipline. na 
Whereas the Emperor, u pen Appl jodtion | 


made to him b Majorinus 2 his Party, 


ſummoned another Council of Biſhops to 
meet at Arles, in order to reviſe this Affair. 
Among which though the Biſhop of Rome 


was ſum̃moned, and appeared by his Proxy, 
yet did neither he nor his Proxy preſide in 


that Council, but the Biſhop of Arles, as 


| Biſhop of the Dioceſe : which Council was 
| Empowered, if they thought fit, to reſcind 


the Judgment'given by the Biſhop of Rome 


and his Colleagues, as appears not only from 


the Nature of the Thing, but alſo from the 
Words of St. Auguſtine, who in arguing up- 


on this Aﬀair ſays, © Let us foppoſe thoſ& = 


. . Biſhops, who made the Decree at Rome, 
6 were not impartial Judges, there is ſtill 
&«-Recourſe to be had to a plenary Council 
«of the whole Church, where this Cauſe 
« tho y be again debated, and the Sentence of 
<«-zboſe s may be again reverſed, if it ſhall 
eſe udp may be have — a wrong 

& — ent“. Which was the Method 
taken * the Emperor, who cauſed a very 
great Number of Biſhops to be ſummoned 
if " on 

Ph Aug. Op. Epiſt. 43. Dx 


4 to remove all Contention, I here ordered 


(45) 
from all Parts to meet at Arles, to hear and 
determine this Affair. A Copy of one of 
which Letters of Summons is e in 
Euſebius +, and is to this Effect: 7 


6 celui, Auguſtus to Orcas ih 
: „ af Syracuſe, is 


„ Pon Asuven as ** evil-difp 00 
25 Perſons have begun to make 
* ſſons and Differences in our holy Religion” 


« and the Catholick Church; bene willing 


as follows: That thoſe being ſummoned 
« who.contended with ſo much Rancor in 
Africa concerning their different Parties, 
« the Affair in Diſpute ſhould, after due 
« Examination, have been ſettled in the 
<« Preſence of the Biſhop of Rome, and 
« ſome Biſhops ſent for out of Gaul: But 
te becauſe ſome, neglectful of their own Sal- 
« vation, and the Veneration that is due to 
« the holy Faith, perſiſt in complaining of 
« their Grievances, being unwilling to abide 
« by the Sentence already pronounced, al- 
« ledging that the Number. of Judges was 
« but ſmall, and that they were over-haſty 
« in their Determination, not having. ſuf- 
« ficiently enquired into the Particulars ; 
6 whence it hath come to paſs, that wo 
; , („ W 0 


+ kuſeb. Fcclel. Hiſt, L. 10. C. 3. 
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4 2 ought chiefly to agree ee with brother- 
y Affection among themſelves, are at 


| 6 7 eren le Variance one with another; 


&* which giveth Occafion of Ridicule to the 
* Enemies of our holy Religion: There- 
e fore I have taken Care that thoſe Things, 
8 „Which they ou ught voluntarily to have ac- 

quieſced in after Jud gment was given, 

ould, by the <br nen of a larger 
5 Number, be finally adjuſted. Foraſmuch 
«therefore as we have ordered many Biſh- 


1 4 out of almoſt an infinite Number of 


aces, to aſſemble at the City of Arles 
eon the Calends of Auguſt; we have thought 
<<: jt proper to write alſo to you, that being 
<« furniſhed with a publick Vehicle by La- 


« tronianus Prefect of Sicily, and bringing 


e along with you two Preſbyters, whom you 
“ ſhall think proper to chooſe, and three 
<« Servants to attend you in your Journey, 

<«' you ſhould come to tlie aforementioned 
a; "Dew e er the 8 het 255 8 

- Howerer though the Emperor had ſent 
to ſummon ſo many Biſhops out of almoſt an 
infinite Number of Places, yet this Council,. 
when aſſembled, ſeems only to have been 
compoſed of twenty two e e 1 with 


* Euſeb. Ecclef. Hiſt. | 
| + Three of theſe Biſhops went thither from ui 
wiz. the Biſhops * 70 or London, and Lincoln. 
whom 


* » 
whom there came alſo four Preſbyters, one 
Deacon, and fix Exorciſts l, which made 
up the Number of thirty three Perſons, whoſe 
Names are at the Head of the Letter ſent 
by this Council to Sylveſter Biſhop of Rome, 
Miltiades being then dead, to deſire he 
would ſend Copies of the Decrees and Ca- 
nons enacted in this Council to the ſeveral 
Churches under! his Juriſdiction 

But as this Council confirmed the Judge. 
ment given by the Biſhop' of Nome and his 
Colleagues, | Majorinus and his Party | con- 
tinued to object to it, probably on Account 
of the Smallneſs of the Number of Judges, 
as before, this Cauſe having been determi- 
ned in their Favour by a Coùneil of ſeventy 
Biſhops, with a Metropolitan at their Head; 


and therefore they continued to inſiſt pon 
their Appeal “ to the Emperor, deſirin that 


he himſelf would hear the Cauſe 
which the Emperor ordered all Parties to 
a come to Rome; but Cæcilianus not appear- 
ing, for what Cauſe I know not, ſays St. 
Auguſtine, the Emperor adjourned the Court 
to Milan; where he eee all Parties to 


f 


appear, and where when Cæcilianus, and 


the reſt, were come, upon a full Hearing, 


the Emperor determined in Favour of Cæ- 


cilianus. K HE came to _ wn 9. : 


36 | 
„ee Harduini c. e 


a (48). | 
Sake of the See Uf Rome p even ful 
to the Account given of it by Se. 
: 2 ion for the Ro- 
— Chair; and from whoſe Writings I 
have, to prevent Cavils, purpoſely taken the 
greateſt Part of this Narrative, and have 
given the Letters taken out of Euſibius at 
Length, leaſt it ſhould be laid I had lar 1 
preſſed fame Part of the Evidence. 
And, indeed, what becomes of the Infalk- | 
bilizy of the Pope in Council, when one Pope 
in Council is allowed to reverſe the Decrees 
of another Pope in Council? or rather, where 
A2 Council, in which the Pope is only repre- 
ſented by his Proxy, can reverſe the Decrees 
of a Council, in which the Pope himſelf per- 
ſonally preſided? or does this Infallihility con- 
ſiſt in the greater Number of the Biſhops that 
are aſſembled in Council? which, if it does, 
they no Council can be deemed infallible, | 
while: 3 more numerous Council is to be had; 
as the Abſence of any one angle Biſhop: vn 
deprive it of its In 
Bunt after all what beenmes ef che Doctrine, 
Saber of the Supremacy of the Pope, or of 
the Infallibility of the Church; when notwith- 
ſtanding all theſe! Debates in theſe ſeveral 
Councils, the Emperor determined this Affair 
at laſt by his own Imperial Authority in a ſe 
cular 9 2 where the Biſhops that were of 
voth 


OY 
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both Parties attended, and yet we hear of no 
Proteſt, or Objection made by either Party 
to the Authority of the Court 3; nor any 
Claim ut in by the Biſhop of Rome, a8 ay 
Succeflor of St. Peter: Though the Subject 
in Diſpute was about the Conſecration of d 7 


Biſhop, and his Inſtitution to his Biſnoprick | 


which, if there is any Thing in Eccleſiaſti- 
cal Affairs that ſhould be exempted from a 
ſecular Enquiry, one. id _ it ſhould 
But to proceed with Jome: more Matters 
of Fact. The Council, of Nice was con: 
vened A. D. 325, in which there were go 
Biſhops, or thereabouts, aſſembled, and now 
let us ſee what that Council ſays about the 
Juriſdiction of the Biſhop of Name, in which 
Council there was a Conteſt between the 
Biſhop of Alexandria, and one of his neighh- 
je Biſhops, about the Limits of. their 
en Which Cauſe being deter- 
mined in Favour of the Biſhop. of Alex- 
anũria, the Council of Nice — the fol- 
lowing Decree; Me ordain that the antient 
Cuſtom ſhould be obſerved, which gives Power 
to the Biſhop of Alexandria over all the Pro- 
vinces of Egypt, Lybia, and Pentapolis ; Be- 
cauſe \ the, Biſhop of Rome bas. THE LIKE 
07 W eee . 
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The ſuburbicary Regions were a Diſtriẽt 


of: about 100 Miles round about Rome, in- 
cluding the Iflands ; which Diſtrict was ſo 


ealled, + becauſe it was under the immediate 


juriſdiction of the Præſect of the City of 
Rome. And therefore the Purport of this 
Decree was, that as the Eccleſiaſtical Juriſ- 
diction of the Biſhop: of Rome, extends as 
far'as the Temporal Juriſdiction of the Pre- 
fect of the City of Rome; fo we decree that 

the Ecclefiaſtical Juriſdiftion of the Biſhop 
of Alexandria, ſhall extend as far as the Tem- 


poral Juriſdiction of the Prefef? of Alexan- 


dria. Whence'it is manifeſt that according 
do this Matter of F act, the Eccleſiaſtical Ju- 
riſdiction of the Biſhop of Rome, was not 
underſtood at that Time by the Nicene Fa- 
thers to have extended further than that of 
every other metropolitical Biſhop, which was 
to the Limits of his own K £1 or Ec- 
clefiaſtical Prefecture. | 

But in a few Years after chis, that is * D. 
325, Athanaſius being deprived of his Bi- 


ſhoprick for ſeveral Irregularities, by a Coun — 


cil of ſixty Biſhops aſſembled at Tyre, and 
Piftus ordained to preſide over Alexandria 
in his Stead, the Emperor Conſtantine the 
Great, confirmed the Dectee of - the Coun- 
ciliof'Tyre, and baniſhed Atbanaſius to Treves 
in Gaul, where he remained till after the 
Death of the Emperor. After whoſe Death 

the 


Pl 


(5: ) . 
he Empire being divided into three Parts 
between Cynſtans, Conſtantius, and Conſtun- 
tine Junior, the three Sons of Conftantine 
the Great; the Empire of the Eaſt, in which 
Alexandria was included, was by his Fa- 
ther's Will given to Conſtantius. And A- 
thanafius being releaſed from his Baniſhment 
by Conſtantine Junior, in whoſe T erritories 
he had been r „wirhout aſki vr 
of Conſtantius, or at leaſt without his Col 
ſent, returned to Alexandria and took Poſ- 
{cflion of his Biſhop! ick by Force. In which 
Conteſt many. Perſons were killed, and pro- 
_ bably Piſtus among the reſt, as We e 
. more of him. Jong | 
ut in the Year' 341, the Eimperdy Con- 
Rantius having finiſhed à magnificent Church 
at Antioch, that was begun * 3 his Father, 
and being willing to have it dedicated with 
the greateſt Solemnity; he at the ſame Time 
bende 4 Council of F Biſhops, to the Num- 
ber of 90 according to Abanaſius, but of 
7 according to Sovomem and Hilary; b 
Which Council Athanaſius was again depoſed, 
for having returned to his Biſhoprick of his 
on meer Will and Pleaſure, and without 
tlie Leave of a Council, hen he had been 
"de epoſed by one : As alſo fo r having excited 
Nets and „Tusuns at his Rettirh, wherein 
-feveral Perſons were killed: And then this 


e ee Gregory o be 1 of 
C 2 Alexandria 


| ( 52 ) 

|; . . . | e 5 
| Alexandria in his Room. Upon which the 
" Emperor ſent Orders to the military Power 


to diſpoſſeſs At banaſius, and put Gregory in 
„„ „/ oo, 5 
Whereupon Athanaſius fled to Rome, 
and by the Aſſiſtance of the Biſhop of that 
See, and the reſt of the weſtern Biſhops, 
with whom Athanafiiis agreed in Sentiments 
about the Doctrine of the Trinity, they at 
Length A. D. 347, prevailed on the Em- 
peror Coxſtans, who was, on the Death of 
bis younger Brother Conſtantine become ſole 


* 


Let- 
ter Conſtautius having thought proper to 
F. eee than engage in a War with 
fo powerful a Prince, we may from this 
Period of Time date the Riſe of the Su- 
premacy of the Pope; ſince it is manifeſt 
that from henceforward every Eccleſiaſtick, 
who had been depoſed by his Biſhop, and 
every Biſhop who was depoſed by his Me- 
tropolitan, let the Cauſe be what it would, 
being encouraped by the Succeſs. of Atha- 
naſius, would naturally apply to the Biſhop 
of Rome for Relief; as he could not be in 
à worfe Condition if he did not ſucceed. 

TJ 


| ® Athan. Tom. 1. p. 114, 128, 126, 144. 'Socrat. 
Eceleſ. Hiſt. L. 2. C. 8. Sozom. L. 3. C. 5. 


683 5 
And as all Courts as well as their attending 
Officers, are fond of being appealed to, the 
Appellants might be ſure that all the Pains 
would be taken, that was in the Power of 
that Court to make uſe of, in order to make 
the Appeal ſucceed; becauſe thereby an ad- 
ditional Fund both of Riches and Power 
would accrue to that Court. ö 
However Things did not go ſo ſwiming- 
ly on with the Court of Rome, as that Bi- 
ſhop could have wiſhed ; for unfortunately 
the Emperor Conſtans diad ſoon after, that 
is, in the Month of February, A. D. 350; 
upon which Conſtantius became ſole Empe- 
ror both of the eaſtern and weſtern Em- 
Jie: And as his Father had changed the 
Name of the City of Byzantium into that 
of Conſtantinople, which he had enlarged and 
ornamented exceedingly, and which was now 
become the Metropolis of the Eaſtern Em- 
pire, the Biſhop of Conſtantinople, began to 
vie for Power with the Biſhop of Nome; 
from whence aroſe great Animeſities, and 
Contentions between theſe two. Chriſtian 
Biſhops : which continued for many Gene- 
rations with the utmoſt Virulence alſo be- 
WE Senn ooo EE 
Till at Length in a Council of Biſhops 
held A. D. 586, the Biſhop of Conſtan- 
Anople aſſumed the Title of aniverſal Biſhop ; 
which did not agree with the Views and Be- 
00 nd 36 7 > hgns 
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ſigns of the Biſhop of Rome. However, aft 


the Biſhop of Rome ſhould be thought to 
find Fault with this Claim only out of Envy, 
Pope Gregory I, commonly known by the 
Name of St. Gregory, or Gregory the Great, 
who was then Biſhop of Rome, diſclaimed 
this Title, as well in himſelf as others; and 


in a Letter to the Emperor on this Subject, 


lays, that the Tithe of univer/al Biſhop is a- 


 gainſt the Rules of the Goſpel, and the Ap- 


pointment of the Canons; that there cannot 
be an univerſal Bi but the Authority of 
all the others would be deftroyed or an 
A 

Lowlineſs, ſays Shakeſpear, i 18 young Am- 
bition's Ladder. And accordingly we ſhall 
hereafter find that this Conceſſion. of Pope 
Gregory's. was only advanced pro hac vice, 


to ſtop the Progreſs of the Biſhop of Con- 
. fantinople, which was then the Point in View. 


And which as ſoon as the Biſhop of Rome 
had effected, then thoſe very Claims which 


___ were before diſowned, as being contrary to 
' the Rules of the Goſpel, aud. the Canons of 


the Church, came to-be the avowed Prin- 
ciples of the Church of Rome. So exactly 


do the Practices of that See anſwer the De- 


{cription of thoſe wicked Perſons. given us 
by the Son of Sirach, Who humble themſelves, 
and go ouch; yet when OR: DAVE over- 

: thrown 


{78 Dupin Eccleſ. Hit. Cent. 6. p. 58 ve Edit. 
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thrown their Enemy, they fland up in his 
Place . Which will appear more fully 
hereafter. to be the Caſe of the Succeſſors of 
Pope Greg. „ 
But in the mean Time let us come nearer 
Home, and ſee what was the Opinion about. 
the Supremacy of the Pope here in Great Bri- 
tain, It was in the Year 426, or 427, that 
the Romans quitted Great Britain; upon 
which the Scots and P:#s ſo diſtreſſed the 
Britons, that Vortigern a Chriſtian Prince ſent 
over to the Saxons for their Aſſiſtance, who 
arrived in the Ifland of Tharnet, under the 
Conduct of the Herotogen, or Commanders, 
Hengiſt and Horſa, A. D. 449. And, when 
they had once got Footing, never reſted till 
they, by the ee of King Arthur, 
and a few ſubſequent Princes, rooted Chriſ- 
| tianity out of all that Part of Great Britais 
NF which is called England, excepting the Terri-- 
_ tory of Wales, to which the Remnant of the 
antient Brizi/h Chriſtians were confined within 
the Precincts of their own Mountains. 
About the Year 600 Etbelbert, one of 
the Saxon Kings having married a Daughter 
of France, who was a Chriſtian, was pre- 
vailed on to ſend to the Pope to deſire ne 
would ſend. a Perſon, or Perſons, to inſtruct 
him, and his People in the Chriſtian Reli- 
ion, it being in the Year 601 that Pope 
99 Raa Anſwer to him is dated. Upon 
* Edclus. 12. 11, iI. 
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which the famous Monk Auguſtin was ſent ; 
who finding no Chriſtian Biſhops left in Eng- 
land, applied to Erhelbert to prevail on ſome 
of the Brizi/h Biſhops, who lived in Fales, 
to give him a Meeting at Huſt, or Auſt Clive, 
on the Banks of the Severy. Where ſeven 
Britiſh Biſhops came, and a great many learn- 
ed Men from the famous Monaſtery of Ban- 
gor. And upon his demanding their Obe- 
dience to the Propoſals he made to them 
from the Pope, they ſent him the following 
Anſwer ; which I ſhall here literally copy as 
I find it rendered from the old Britifs Lan- 
| guage in Spelman's Councils. Be it known 
_ «£ without Doubt unto you, that we all are, 
% and every one of us, obedient and ſubject 
« to the Church of God, and to the Pope 
* of Rome, and to every godly Chriſtian, to 
* love every one in his Degree in perfect 
% Charity, and to help every one of them 
by Word and Deed to be the Children 
„% of God: But other Obedience than this, 
« we do not know due to him whom you 
name to be Pope, nor to be the Father 
« of Fathers, to be claimed, and to be de- 
„ manded, and this Obedience we are ready 
„to give, and to pay to him, and to every 
«« Chriſtian continually. Beſides we are un- 
«© der the Government of the Biſhop of 
«© 'Gaerleon (now St. David's) upon Vite, 
$6 who 73 to — under God over org 
| 4 - cc an 


rp! = 
and to cable us to r the men ſpiritu- 


6 gl.“ 
Here then i is a 2 Matter of Fact by which 


thay Sentiments of the Britiſh Clergy is cer- 
tainly known, with Regard to the Power of 
the Pope over them as low down as the 


Year 600; at the ſame Time that it is cer- 
tain they had Biſhops among them as far 
back as the Year 3 14, three of them having 


that Lear attended at the aforementioned 


Council of Aries; and yet none of them had 
during all that Time ever heard of any Ju- 


riſdiction which the Pope, or Biſhop of 
Kome, had over them; nor of any Spiritual 


or Eccleſiaſtical Obedience, which they owed 


to any one, but to their own Metropolitical 


Biſhop of St. David's. 


And here it may not be improper t to ob- 


ſerve, that though this very Pope had A. D. 
586, diſclaimed the Title of Umverſal Biſhop 
in his Conteſt with the Biſhop of Gonflaniine- 
ple, yet Al. D. 601, he began to. exerciſe 


the Authority of it in theſe Weſtern, Parts of 
the. World, where he did not imagine that 


any one would. have the Sturdineſs to conteſt 


it with him. However, as it was by the Con- 


ſent of the King, and probably of the three 


Eſtates of the Realm, that the Pope was deſi- 
red to ſend Auguſtine into England; I believe no 


Body will deny, that the Legiſlative Powers 
of every r may eſtabliſh whatever Re- 
| CF "2D 
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ligion they think beſt within the Limits of 
their own. Territories. But it is to be ob- 
ſerved that Ethelred was only King of Kent; 
and therefore as he had no Authority over 
thoſe Velſb Biſhops, they continued obſti- 
nate, and would not ſubmit to the Authority 
the Pepe. 
I faid that Auguſtine was pebbebly ſent for | 
by Conſent of the three Eſtates of the Realm; 
becauſe that I find A. D. 605, when the 


King granted ſome Lands to Auguſtine for 


endowing the Monaſtery of St. Peter and St. 


Paul at Canterbury ; this was done in full 


Parliament by the Conſent of the King, Lords 


and Commons, who were all there preſent. 
The Words of the Charter running thus. 
King Ethelbert being eſtabliſhed in the 
„ Catholick Faith, along with his bleſſed 
Queen, and their Son Eadbald, and the 


« moſt reverend Biſhop' Auguſtin, and the 


<« reſt of the Nobles of 2 Nr celebrated 
« the Feaſt of the Nativity of Chriſt at Can- 


« ferbury. At which Place and Time both 


<« the Clergy and the People being ſummoned 
« and aſſembled in Common Council; the 
« aforeſaid Monaſtery was, by the Appro- 


* 


a5 


* 


15 endowed®, 1 


— 


Ae Dominice F * Ethelbertus Ber 


in Fide roboratus Catbolica, una cum beata Regina, Filio- 
gue —_ — ac u 1! mo Prelute Auguſ- 


In 


bation and TO of all and each of them 


(59) 
- So-that the ion is not, whether the 
Legiſlative Powers of any Kingdom may 
eſtabliſh Popery if they think fit? Which I _— 

believe will not be denied. But whether the = 

Pope, or Biſhop of Rome, hath any Power, s 
Superiority, Pre-eminence, or Authority, Ec- 

_ elefiaſtical, or Temporal, over any Perſon 
| whatſoever either of the Clergy or Laity out 
of the Suburbicary Regions of Rome, but 
wWrhat has been conferred upon him by the 
Legiſlative Powers of the Land? And this 
in my humble Opinion muy. be anſwered in 
the Negative. 
And accordingly if we enquire into the 
antient Hiſtory of the State of this Kingdom; 
we ſhall find that the Legiſlative Powers of 
this Kingdom preſerved their undoubted 
Right of Superiority both over the Pope and 
| | Clergy ; ill Pope and Clergy by much Art 
and Obſtinacy had well nigh reduced the 
State under Obedience to them in the Papa- 
cy of Gregory the Seventh, A. D. 1087; When 
if em Archbiſhop of Canterbury i in full Par- 
pet publickly diſavowed his being ac 
countable to any e Power burahe Tore 5 
alone. n 


| : | 
tino e Opti Matibus Tirre, ſelennitatem Nara lis 1 
Domini celebrawit Cantuariæ. Convecato igitur ibidem 1 
communi Concilio, tam Cleri quam Populi, die guinto Idus 
Januarii, omnium & ſingulorum approbatione & Conſen- 
ſu Monaflerium ſupradictum, &c. Spelm. Con. 5 
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Let us now therefore enquire into a 


fon undoubted Matters of Fact. Edpar 


came to the Crown about A. D. 959, and 
Was a great Favourite with, becauſe he was 
a great Favourer of the Monks; and in- 


deed- not without Reaſon, ſince it was by 


their Means he obtained the Crown, firſt by 
the Murder of the Wife of King Edwyn his 
elder Brother, and thereby preventing him 
from having Children; and ſecondly by a 
Rebellion which was headed by the famous 
Saint Dunſtan, by which that poor unfortu- 
nate Prince loſt his Life. However this 
fame grateful Bigot to Monkery, Edgar, did 
not ſo far forget that he was King, but that 
he reſerved the Power of regulating the Con- 
duct of the Monks to himſelf in Parliament, 
and aid not leave it either to the Pope, or 


the Clergy. And accordingly he ſummoned | 


à Parliament A. D. 966. in which he found- 
ed the Monaſtery of Wincheſter, and there 


made ſeveral Laws not only for the Regula - 


tion of that Monaſtery, but of Monks and 5 


Monaſteries in General“. The Words of 
Spelman are Cujus Cenobitis (ut Chriſti Vica- 
rius) Vite Regulas & Honeſtatis imponit, tam 


Ecelęſiaſticas quam feculares. 
And accordingly upon Examination we 


_ find that this Ti irle of . Vicar was 
then 


, * Conc. ad An. a. 
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then the common Stile and Title of the 
Kings of England. For in a Book of Con- 
ſtitutions written not long after this, that is 
in the Reign of King Etbelred A. D. 1008; 
It is there poſitively ſaid. This is the ſecond 
Conſtitution which the King of England made by 
the Advice of his Wiſemen*. For a;Chriftian 
King is Curi1sT's Vicar in 4 Chriſtian, Na- 
tion d. And in another Book of Conſtituti- | 
ons undoubtedly written ſometimes near this 
Age, probably in the Reign of King Cute, 
who came to the Crown of England about A 
D. 1032, The Beginning of them is this: 
How juſtly ought a Chriſtian King to bebave 
himſelf, and to * as it were a Fuiber io a Me- 
tion of Cbriſtians, and in his Care and Condu#? 
: of them to be the Vicar OF Cuxisr, as he 
1 alſo called x. 

In the Laws of Edward the Confeſſor fa 
came to the Crown about A. D. 1042, The 

17th Law begins thus: Bui the King berguſo 
be in the VI AR or THE Mosr /#1GH Kino, 
| and is appointed to this End, that be fhould rule 
bis earthly Kingdom and People; and above all 
Jn reverence MT; Church and. tha it, and 


defend 


* Wiſemen i in the Saxon 8 called Witten, 
whence a Parliament was called a Wittenagemot. f e. 
a Meeting of the Wiſemen. 

$ Wilkins. Leges ARIES. Ae A 3 
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4 17 from In muries, T&F. Which ewe 
CO aohiably. wilat was then the Doctrine of 
thoſe Times; and of that pious King, whoſe 
Lite and Doctrine was ſo unexceptionable, 
that he was Sainted by the Church of Rome, 
and his Name continues in ber Calendar as 

fuch even to this Day. © = 
So that when the Pope beſtowed: the Ti. 


tl of Defender of ' the. Faith on King Henry 


8. he only reſtored him one Part of t the Ti- 
tle 'which - originally belonged to him as 
King of England; while he robbed him of 
the more valuable Part, that of being the 
Vicar of © Chriſt, within the Limits f= his 
own? Territories 

Milliam the Senders came to the chown 


of England the 14th of Oktober 1066, ant 


in he 4th Year of his Reign he ſummoned: 


a- Parliament, and being willing to ingrati- 


ate Himſelf with his People he reconfirmed 


to them the. Laws of good King Equard, 


and among the reſt the one above mention- 
ed®, and added thereto ſeveral Laws of his 
own; he alſo made and enacted ſeveral Ec- 
clefiaſtical Conſtitutions; the firſt of which 
prohibits every Body from acknowledging 
any Perſon to be a lawful Pope, ; but ſuch. as 


6 | 


Id. wia. p. 200. 5 
4 quoque precipio, ut —— ions & tentant 
Leges Regis Edwaxdi in omnibus Rebus, adauctis his quas 


conflituimus ad Utilitatem Argloram.” Id. ibid. p. 218. 


(6630 | 
allo che Archbiſhop: of Camerbury to be Pri. 
mate of England; and prohibited all the Bi- 
ſhops from excommunicating any of his Ba- 
'rons, or Miniſters, without firſt en 
his royal Permiſſion'*, 
Here then are Matters of Fact chat are 
not to be controverted, But indeed we are 
now come to that Period of Time when by 
the Conceſſion of the Author of the Caſe of 
the Roman Catholicks, it is acknowledged 
« that the Intrigues- of the Court f Rome, 
gave the Clue to many of 'the political Foils, 
» 4wbich exerciſed and wa Red Chriſtendom for ſe- 
 weral Ages—IWhen by — al: Power 
' with her Spiritual Authorit 1 D extended a 
Sort of Furiſdiction over moſt bene not al 
the Kingdoms 'of | the Weſt, Er. Por it wasz 
towards the latter End of the Reign of Willi 
am che Conqueror that the famous Hildi- 
| brand, who aſſumed the Name of Gregory 
the 7th, came to the: Popedome; of whom. 
I need give no other Character chan that 
which is given of him by the learned 
who lived and died in the Commimion of 
the Church of Rome, and therefore cannot 
be ſuſpected for being prejudiced againſt 
him. And yet he ſays, + No fooner was 
this Man made Pope, but he formed a 
* « Deſign 'of — Lord ſpiritual and 
<2" ” 


* Spelm. Coden. 
* 


(8) 
% * over the whole Earth; the ſu- 


« preme Judge and Determiner of all At. 


« fairs, both Eccleſiaſtical and Civil; the 
_ « Diftributer of all Manner of Graces, of 
« what Kind ſoever, the Diſpoſer not only 
of Arch Biſhopricks, Biſhopricks, and all 
« Other Eccleſtaſtical Benefices, but alſo of 
« Kingdoms, States, and the Revenue of 
particular Perſons”. And in another 
Place he ſays, His Aim was to bring all 
« crowned Heads under his Subjection, = 
to oblige them to hold their Kingdoms 
« as Fiefs from the holy See, and to Sem. 
« them at Diſcretion ? 

And indeed whoever eis into 1 Hi 
tory of England will find that this Scheme 
actually took Effect in that Country; for. in 
the ff bonding Reign to this William Rufus 
the ſecond Son of Milliam the Conqueror, 
who: had uſurped the Crown from his elder 
Brother Robert, having ſummoned 4 Parlia- 
ment to meet at Rockingham, A. D. 1085, 
Anſelm Archbiſhop. of Canterbury: there pub- 
lickly diſavowed his being accountable to 
any human Power but the Pope alone. And 
though the King was fupported by the No- 
bility, yet as the Clergy and the Commons with 
their Speaker at their Head, declared in Fa- 


vour of * Archbiſhop, $the King wasglad 
to 


* Dose Eceleſ. Hiſt. Cent. 13. p- 33. 48. 
{ Zagm, Hiſt, p. 26. 


oy : 
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to accept of a large Sum of Money which 
the Clergy granted him, to enable him to 
go over and attack his Brother Robert in 
Normandy, and to drop the Diſpute. 

The following Kings, Henry and Stephen; 
and John, who ſucceeded Richard I. were like- 
wiſe all Uſurpers ; and during their Reigns . 
the Papal Power made large Strides. in Fng- 
land. For in the firſt of thefe the Inveſi#ure 
to Biſhopricks was given up; in the ſecond 
the Right of Appealing to the See of Rome 
was allowed; and in the laſt of thoſe Reigns 
every Body knows that the Crown of England 
was actually ſurrendered into the Hands of 
the Pope. And indeed it was always in 
ſuch troublefome Times as theſe, either when 
the King had a Diſpute with ſome Heir to 
the Crown, or had a Quarrel with his Sub- 
jects, that the Clergy by. throwing in their 
Weight, on certain Conditions ſtipulated 
beforehand, gained large Conceſſions in their 
own Favour; and therefore it generally was 
under the weakeſt Princes that the Clergy 
ren. the greateſt Power; it being an Ob- 
ervation of Mr. Herrington's in his Oceana, 
that a Prince who cannot govern his Clergy, 
like a Man who cannot rule his Wife, will 
neither have Peace at Home, nor Credit 
Abroad. 886 | 
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Accordingly we-find that when ſuch 8 


rious Princes, as Henry 2. Edward 1. and 

Edw. g. filled the Thrones of theſe Realms, 

then the Pope loſt Ground, and the over- 

grown Power of the Clergy was greatly re- 
duced. For in the 10th of Heury 2. one 

of the greateſt Kings that ever ſat upon a 

Throne, a Parliament was fummoned at 

Clarendon, wherein it was enacted.. - 

„ xt, That no Clerk ſhould depart the . 

% Realm without the King's Licence; and 

** that ſuch as obtained Licence, ſhould give 
% Securities that they would procure no 
Hurt or Damage to the King or Realm, 

during their Abſence in foreign Parts. 

* 2dly. That all Biſhopricks and Abbys 

e being void, ſhould remain in the gs 

«+ Hands. as his Demeſnes, until he had. 

«© choſen and appointed a Prelate thereunto; | 
and that every ſuch Prelate ſhould do his 
Homage to the King, before he was ad- 
© mitted unto. the Place. 

& zaly. That Appeals ſhould be made 
«in, Cauſes Eccleſiaſtical after this Manner: 
From the Archdeacon: to tlie Ordinary, 
« from the Ordinary to the Metropolitan, 
from the Metropolitan to the King, and 
275 no farther.. 33 6 

« Athly. That Peter- Pence ſhould be paid - 
<-no. more to the Pope, but to the King. 


a 
La 


* 5thly,. 


of Fa ) 

68 -5thly. That if any Clerk ſhould: com- 
mit Felony, he ſhould be hanged.; if 
-w AE he ſhould be drawn and nar 
7h tere | 

„ 6thly. That i it ſhould be Pe Le high 
&© Treaſon to bring in Bulls of Excommuni- 


« cation, whereby the Realm ſhould be 
0 curſed. 


« -thly. That no Decree ſhould. "3 : 


a 8 from the Pope to be executed in 
. England, upon Pain of 1 ptiſonmem and 
Kod Confileaion of Goods *.“ | 

When Edward I. came to the 98 
whom Sir Fobu Davis + tiles V index Ang li- 
canæ Libertatis, and whom Lord Chief Jub- 
tice. Hale ||, calls our Engliſh Juſtinian; He 
likewiſe undertook the Vindication of the 
Honour of the Crown and Liberty of the 
People, and therefore having. fummoned a 
Parliament in the 25th Tear of dis Reign, 
an Act was paſſed to the following Purpoſe, 
<< that all the Commons of the Realm do- 
«© grievouſly complain, that whereas the ho- 
« ty Church of England was firſt founded 
in Eſtate of Ef by: the King's and 
«« Nobility of that Realm, and by them en- 
«© dowed with great Poſſeſſions and Reve- 
„ nues in Lands, Rents, and Advowſons, 
Fi * the End the ann 1 be en 

„ 
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ed in Religion, Hoſpitality might be kept, 
and other Works of N might be 
<« exerciſed within the Realm; and where- 
as the King, and other Founders of the 
« ſaid Prelacies, were the rightful Patrons 
<« and Advowees thereof, and upon Avoid- 
« ance of ſuch Eccleſiaſtical Promotion, had 
„ Power to advance thereunto their Kinſ- 
« men; Friends, and other learned Men of 
% the Birth of this Realm, which being ſo 
* advanced became able and worthy Perfons 
to ſerve the King in Council, and other 
« Places in the Commonwealth: The Biſh- 
** op of Roms uſurping the Seignory of ſuch 
* Poſſeſſions and Benefices, did give and 
grant the ſame to Aliens, which did never 
<< dwellin England, and to Cardinals, which 
„ might not dwell there, as if he were the 
e rightful Patron of thoſe Benefices ; vbere- 
* up 2 the Law of England he never had 
<© Right to the Patronage thereof, &c. Up- 
on this Complaint it was reſolved in Par- 
liament, that theſe Oppreſſions-and Griev- 
«ances ſhould not be ſuffered in any Man- 
«ner: And therefore it Was enacted, Mu 

46 Se. r 41 | 
The Courage of Edward WT. is o elt 
A in 15 Anuals of England, Tous — 
noble. 


I Davis $ orts, p. 86. From whence I have 
borrowed che oregoing Abſtract. See alſo the AQ 
of Provifors made A. D D. 1350 25 1 I 3” in the ins 
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„ 
noble Exploits à 
there needs no Expatiating on his Memory. 
And aecordingly he followed the Steps of 
his gallant Predeceſſors, in ſupporting the 


Dignity of his Crown and the Liberty of his 


Subjects, frem the overbearing Uſurpations 
of the Pope and his Clergy, and therefore 
in the 19th Year of his Reign he aſſembled 


A Parliament at Veſtminſter ; where the ſame 
Complaints being renewed by the Commons 


that were before made in the 25th of Edit. 


J. The King with the Concurrence of the 
Lay-Lerds and Commons, but to which the 


Lords Spiritual refuſed their Aſſent, drew 
up a Letter ef Remonſtrance to the Pope, 
laying all their Grievances before him, de- 
firing that he would of himſelf redreſs theſe 
Evils, which they neither cun nor » ought am 
longer to ſuffer or endure. Which how- 
ever they not finding done to their Satisfac- 
tion, A. D. 1350, 25 Edv. 3, they paſſed 
a ſecond Act of Præviſors, in which the for- 


mer Act paſſed, 25 Edw. 1, was repeated 


and enforced, together with ſome addition 
al Clauſes, ſtill further reſtraining the Power 
of the Pope; and declaring + that the free 
Elections of Archbiſhops, Biſhops, &c. ſhall 
ſtand as they were granted by the King's 
Progenitors, and all Reſervations from Rome 
ſhall be void. And it is remarkable that᷑ ina 


Parliament 


N ” Parliamentary Hiſtory, Vol. I. p. 256. 
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Parliament held at Kilkenny in Ireland, A4. D. 
136g. 40 Edv. 3, an Act to the ſame Pur 
poſe with the aforementioned . was' then 
| 1 in this Kingdom . 
And now the People of England had | 
plucked up ſo much Courage that A. P. 
1379. 3 Richard: 2; it was enactet that none 
ſhall take Admiaiſtration, c. of any Be- 
nefice, Fc. within this Realm (of England) 
without his Majeſty's Licence * Advice of 
his Council, Ge. And, A. Di 1383. 7 Rich. 
2, it was enacted that all Allows 5 25 
Benefices within this Realm (of E 
without ſpecial Licence, ſhall incur alf a 
feitures ordained by 29 Edw. 3. A. D. 380 
1 Rich. 2, it Was erated, that if any Sub- 
ject ſhall paſs the Seas to acquire an Eecleſi- 
-aftical Benefice ih this Realm (of England) 
without the King's ſpecial. Authority, he 
fall be out of the King? s Protection! A. D. 
1389, 13 Rirb. 2; it Was enacted, that if 
any Perſon beyond the Scàs makes Accepta- 
tion of any Benefice eontrary to the Statute 
25 Edw. 3, concerning Biſhopricks; Se, he 
Nall be baniſbecd for ever. And A. D. 1392, 
_ Rich." 2, 2 | ay 1 Primu- 
was pa -up0nWhich Nobert Lal 

Prieſt, was tried and eondemned in the "5 
'Year'of the Reign of King Name the 1ſt. at 
Dublin, fob-aRin gas Vicar-General,, under 
"504677 - the 


p 
2 * - 
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. 1 1 93x: | 
a ttilar —_ of. Dublin, N and 
Ferns | 
A. D. 1415, 3 Hen. 5, bend . 
if any Perſons be aggrieved. by Provifions 


from Rome, the Moleſtors ſhall incur the 
Puniſhment in the Statute of Proviſors. - 


And by the Act which I formerly mention- 
ed; made here in Ireland; 
theſe Engliſ) Acts were declared binding 
here in 2 So- that King Henry the 8th. 
when he was declared Head of the Church, 


as well as Head of the State, did no more, 


than reſume that Power by Act of, Parlia- 
ment, which had originally belonged to His 
Predeceſſors, as Kings of England; which 


they were actually in eee, of, till the 
the 7th, and which 


Time of Pope Gregory 
all the ſubſequent — who had the Ho- 
nour of their Crown, and the Intereſt of 


their People at Heart, were conſtantiy ſtrug- 
ling to regain, but were never e fully to 


effect, till the Time of Hen. 8. 

I muſt therefore now return kh Au- 
thor of the Caſe of the Roman Catholicks, 
who allows that from the + ninth Century, 


The Intrigues of the Court of Rem gave 


the Clue to many of the political: Evik, 


* Hhich exerciſed and waſted Chriſtendom | 


for many Genèrations A Species af Do- 


off minion for which enen ſhe Weinen 


vine 


» 
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* vine Lagetia; Which in moſt Iuſtances. 
c the conducted but very indifferently ; and 
_ «© which in ſome ſhe exereiſed very arbitra- 
_<nly,” And further declares, that before 
the Roman Catholicks are entitled to any 
Indulgence from the Government they 
„ ſhould: abjure all thoſe Pri nciples, that 
ie are incompatible with the Saler of our 
% civil e And that they 
* r to ſhew b 1 a ſolemn Profeſſion, 
that they owe all political Obedience to 
«6 * Government, as it hath been 
<<: Jong eſtabliſned by Law : That they do 


e not owe the Pope, or any other foreign 


% Potentate, any civil Subjection whatſoever, 
6 Sec. Such a Declaration, continues this Au- 
<<: thor from theRomanCatholicks of Ireland, 

*</ preſented by a proper Deputation of the 


= E whole Party, uo” undoubtedly go a 


| 43 great Way towards rendering the Up- 
* 1 of their Principles as evident, as 
4 "Ws Uprightneſs of their Conduct, for near | 
o' Years:paſt, is demonſtrable. ta 
ut have the Roman Catholicks of this 
Kingdom, preſented ſuch a Declaration by 
any proper Deputatien;of-the whole Party? 
Fear from it, and though a proper Oppor- 
tunity was given them, by Heads of a Bill 
being brought into the Houſe er Lords in 
their Favour, and ſome Perſons, depending 
on the ſpecious — made in chis Pam- 
Pee 


% 


„„ OT 
phlet, applied to them for it, what was the 
Donſequence? Nothing, but Tergiverſation 

appeared in their Conduct, mixed with ſome 
Objections; and ſhameful Evaſions, about the 

Nomination by Lay-Men to Eccleſiaſtical 
Promotions; Iich was a Right their Fore- 
fathers were conſtantly ſtrugling for, while 
the preſent Romaniſts of” Ireland are ſeanda- 
outs ee for giving it up to the Pope. 
| although in a Pamphlet publiſhed a 
few Years ago, entitled, 'Seaſonable Thoughts 
relating to our Civil and Ecclefiaſtical Confti- - 
tution, ſaid to be written by the ſame Au- 
thor with the laſt mentioned Pamphlet, it is 
ſaid, - chat * no Papiſts ſhould; Be reſieved 
« from an any legal Incapacity, now in Force, 

* vho ſhould fefuſe the following (or ſome 
better) Teſt of his Loyalty, and hearty _ 

«© Converſion tõ the boy wg ws Wy our” 
* beſt/Coniretion. ** * 2 - 
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A. B. mobel; hav] en this ank 

| JL bora Subject to: his Majeſty King 

* . George 3 and ſhall to my utmoſt, main- 
4 tain the Settlement of the Crown, with all 1 
the other Rights of this free Conſtitution, = 
as chey are now eſtabliſned by Law, and 
| * not otherwiſe: That I ſhall alſo, to the * 
«© beſt of my Power, oppoſe all Plots and | 

% Conſpiracies againſt / the ſame. I alſo 

. 6 "He on. the Faith of theſe holy kat : 
| 2 e 
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* that I take that Religion to be deteſtable, . 

«© which doth not (like my own) condemn; 
<< in the moſt explicit Manner, the grievous 
* Sin of Perjury, and all Equivocation-or 
* mental Reſervation whatſoever, with Re- 
e gard to the Obſervation of Oaths : Alſo 
«© that every Means of Violence or Fraud, 
<< in the Propagation of the Religion I pro- 


« feſs, I believe to be equally damnable and 


te antichriſtian. I likewiſe declare and ſwear, 
&« that I do not owe the Pope, or any other 
„ foreign Prince whatſoever, any temporal 


« Allegiance; but am bound, by all Obli- 
* gations, moral and divine, to pay ſuch 


« Allegiance only to his - Majeſty aforeſaid. 
I ſwear, likewiſe, that it is my Religion, 
ce that no Power on Earth can diſpenſe with 
e the Eluſion, or Non-obſeryance of any 
« moral Duty, publick or private; and 
& that no Abſolution from the Church 


4 can avail me, without an hearty Sorrow 


« and Repentance for every Sin I may com- 
<« mit againſt God, the King, private Per- 
« ſons, or myſelf. In Witneſs whereof, I 
« thus lay my Hands and Mouth to theſe 
„ͤ & % 

In Compliance with which Propoſal, the 
Oath which was firſt brought into the Houſe 
of Lords, being thought liable to Objections 


from the Roman Catholicks, was ſtruck 
out, and the following Oath was inſerted in 


its 


— 


„ 1 
Place, which was co from an Oath 
—— op by Dr. Son others of the 
principal Roman Catholick Clergy, A. D. 
1731, who at that Time ſeemed willing and 
r of a Regiſtry Act. 
A. B. do promiſe and ſwear to bear 
true Faith and Allegiance to his Ma- 
ect 2 King George the Second, his Heirs, 
& and Succeſſors, according as the Succeſſion 
& to the Crawn of Great Britain and Ireland, 
& Bands now limited to the Heirs of the late 
& #luftrious Sophia, Elefreſs and Dutcheſs 
« Dowager of Hanover. And that I will 
* beta known all Treaſons, traiterous' 
« Conſpiracies, or Plots againſt his Perſon, 
4% Crown and Dignity, if any ſuch ſhall 
«© come to my Knowledge. I alſo profeſs, 
ce that J deteſt and abhor from my Heart, 
et as impious, ſcandalous, and abominable 
««it$ belle ve, that it is lawful to murder, or 
«deſtroy any Perſon or Perſons Whatſo- 
«© ever, for, or under Pretence of being 
4e Hereticks. And alſo, that baſe unchriſti- 
“ an Principle, that no Faith is to be kept 
ce with {rom art Gag b further declare that it 
« is nod Article of my Faith, that any Per- 
6 ſo whatſoever has Power to abſolye me 
« from my Obligation to this Oath, or that 
« the Pope hath Power to depoſe Princes. 
« And therefore, I do promiſe and fwear, 
T that! will not teach, preach, hold, main - 


25 2 pt; 2 tain, 


6 
c tain, or abet any ſuch Doctrines or Te- 
« nets. And all this I promiſe and ſwear, 
ic upon the Faith of a Chriſtian, and of a 
«< Prieſt, freely, readily and willingly, in the 
« plain and ordinary Senſe of the Words, 
< now read unto me, without any ſecret 
* Calluſion, Equivocation, Evaſion, or men- 
tal Reſervation whatſoever. So help me 
n V' 
It muſt be acknowledged that thoſe 
Words in this Oath, according as the Succeſ- 
fion to the Crown of Great Britain and Ireland 
ſtands now limited to the Heirs of the late il- 
luſtrious SopH1a, EleFreſs and Dutcheſs 
Bowager of Hanover, were not in the Oath. 
delivered in by Dr. Nary and others, but I. 
am confident that if they had been inſerted, 
they would have made no Objection to them. 
Becauſe theſe Words, which are equivalent 
thereto, were in the original Oath. as deliver-. 
ed in by Dr. Nary and others, as at preſent, 
by Law eftabliſhed And in the Oath drawn, 
up by the Author of Seaſonable Thoughts, Sc. 
the Words are, and ſhall to my utmoſt, 
— maintain the Settlement of the Crown, 
<« with all the other Rights of this free Con- , 
cc ſtitution, as they are now eſtabliſhed by. 
„Law, and not otherwiſe.” How comes 
it then that the Words as zow limited to the 
Heirs of the late illuſtrious Sophia, c. ſhould. - 
be objected to at preſent? lince whoever. 
boy + - ſwears 


4 7 * | 
er, to maintain the Succeſſiom 47 now” by | 
Law eſtabliſhed, 'if. he takes that Oath'in the 
— which his Words zaturally bear, or in 
the plain and ordinary Senſe of the Werds, 
doth as firmly ſwear to maintain the Succelſ- 
fion as it now ſtands limited to the Heirs of 
the late illuſtrious Sophia, being Proteſtants, 
as if thoſe Words were actually inſerted. 
Whereas the only Difference I know is this; 
that in the Year 1731, when that Oath was 
delivered in by Dr. Nary and others of the 
Popiſn Clergy, all Europe was at Peace, and 
there was then no Talk of any Invaſions from 
N ; but the Caſe 1 is not che ſame at pe 
_ tent, 5 . 
It is not my Delign to agravate Matters 
between his Majeſty's Proteſtant Subjects and 
the Papiſts, but rather to heal them, if I 


poſſibly could; and therefore I only menti- 


on this Matter of Fact at reſent, in Hopes 
that the Papiſts will take Care to obviate all 
the Surmiſes, that ſuch a Conduct may raiſe 
in the Minds of the Proteſtants. I call the 
Roman Ratholicks, who will not renounce 
the Supremacy of the Pope, by the Name of 
Papiſts, —_— it is thought by ſome to 
be a Term of Reproach, becauſe it is the 


only Name by which thoſe Romaniſts who 
are attached to the Policies of the Court of 

Rome can properly be diſtinguiſhed fron 
thoſe Cs who are only miſled by the 
7 | Doctrines 
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Doctrines of the Church of Rome; among 
the laſt of which, if I be not much miſtaken, 
the Author of the two aforementioned Pam- 
 Phlets ought to be reckoned as one. And 
Ii the others are aſhamed of the Name, and 

have a Mind to get rid of it, the firſt Thing 
they ought to do is to be aſhamed of the 
Principles, and to get rid of them. And 
then I promiſe I will never apply it to them 
afterwards. - „%% 
Self-Preſervation is the firſt Principle in 
Nature, and the Author of Seaſonable Ad- 
vice, &c. ſays that if the Papiſts of Ire. 
land refuſe that honeſt and neceſſary Teſt, 
(i. e. the Oath aforementioned) what he 
has ſaid in their Favour: goes for No- 
« thing. —They are (continues he) a People 
ee not to be tolerated under any Proteſtant 
© Government, without Severity; and the 
s greateſt, Incapacities; their preſent good 
Behaviour, being barely an Act of Neceſ- 
„ fity, can give no Security: Nor can any 
„Thing give it, but: fo folemn a Declara- 
© tion of their Religion (as this before us) 
© that their Conduct, as loyal Subjects, is 
* a Conſequence of their Principles, not of 
their temporal Policy; the Act of their 
Choice, not of their Neceffity ß, 
Tis fairly and honeſtly faid; It is fpoken 
like a Man of Senſe, like a Man of Reh- 
gion, and like a good Subject; * 
= 4 | -. ,". = "may 
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this Author's other Tenets of the Church of 
Rome, if I can not bring him over to my 
Opinion, by kind Treatment, good Uſage, 
and ſtrong Perſwaſion, in the Name of God 
let him enjoy his own Sentiments in Peace, 
he ſhall never meet any other Methods made 
uſe of by me to compel bim to come in. For 
Violence is apt to beget Violence, and where 
Penal Laws run high on one Side, Perſe- 
verance and Obſtinacy is apt to run high on 

the other. There ſeems to be a Kind of 
elaſtick Power in human Nature, which re- 
pells an Inſult with Vigour equal to that by 
which it was impreſſed; fa that Aion and 
Re- action may be ſaid to be equal in moral as 


well as natural Philoſophy. . 


But I am afraid that when this Gentleman 
wrote the aforementioned Pamphlets he had 
not confulted the preſent Set of Roman Ca- 

tholick Clergy in this Kingdom; for, if he 
had, he would have found their Principles 
very different from thoſe profeſſed in the 
above Paragraph. I will not enter into a 

Die of what are the real Principles of 
the Religion of the Church of Rome; but, if 
the Principles which the preſent Set of po- 
| Piſh Prieſts preach and inculcate to the Peo- 
ple as the Doctrine of the Church of Rome, 
are irreconcilable with the Safety of the pre- 
ſent Conſtitution of theſe Kingdoms, both in 
Church and State, and are inculcated _— 

no . the 
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the Penalty of eternal Damnation; the Con- 
ſequence with Regard to the poor deluded 
People, and to the State, are exactly the 
ſame, as if they were the real Doctriges I 
that Church. For, if he had then 2 0 
the Romiſh Clergy of this Kingdom, he 
would have Rn that they do not only 
profeſs a blind Obedience to the Pope, but 
preach up the Doctrine of an indefeaſible 
hereditary Right in the Pretender; and there- 
fore are to be conſidered not only as ſo many 
Papiſis, but as ſo many Jacobikes. What I 
now ſpeak I ſpeak by Authority, by an Au- 
thority that came to my Hands ſince I wrote 
the preceding Paragraph, by an 3 
which the Author of the aforementione 
Pamphlet knows to be inconteſtable. 

As this is a Point which I vainly imagin- 
ed. had been given up, and that the Roman- 
iſts were willing to ſwear to maintain the 
Succeſſion in the illuſtrious Houſe of Hano- 
ver, as by Law eſtabliſped; | have hitherta 
taken no Pains to obviate it; but as. 1 would 
leave no Stone unturned in order to unde- 
ceive the deluded Laity among the Roman 
Catholicks of this Kingdom; I will endea- 
vour to ſhew that the Doctrine of an inde- 
feaſible hereditary Right was far from being 
the Doctrine of their Anceſtors, even when 
they were as violently bigotted to the Reli. 


gion of the Church of Nene, as * of their 
Succeſſors 
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| Succeſfors are at preſent. And this I: ſhall 
purſue in the ſame Method that I have al- 


* by ucing a few: Matters of 
Far, in regt Sele fen, eee 


Times. 

Tacitus, in bis Life of Agricola, who ae 
Governor. of Britain under the Emperor 
Veſpaſian, ſays of the Britains, that they bear 
Inſults from- their Governors with Impatience ; 
they will obey juft Laws, ſays he, but never 
ſubmit to be Slaves. Which is a Spirit that 
bas run in their Veins from that Day to —. 
And may it never be ſubdued! 

Auguſtine the Monk. came into England, 
about A. D. 601. and the poor Britiſſ Pro- 
teſtant Biſhops, before mentioned, who were 

too honeſt to ſubmit to the unreaſonable, 
and to them before unknown, Demands of _ 
the Pope, were in a little Time after this 
attacked by a numerous Army; and they, 
together with the reſt. of the Monks and 
other: Chriſtians, to the Number of 1200, 
were all put to Death. Upon which there 
is no Doubt but the Romiſb Religion ſoon. 
ſpread far and near until the whole Kingdom 
at length became Catbolicti, or univerſally. 
fo. For in the Laws of King: a, who 
came to the Crown about A. D. 588, Chri- 
ſtianity was eſtabliſhed by Act of Parlia- 
ment; the firſt Law. beginning with theſa 
Words, Let the Church enjoy its Immunities 
and Tributes, &c. And now let us ſee what: 
was: the Opinion of this Church at that Time, . 

D 5 con- 


( 82 * 
concerning the indefeaſible Hered i tary Right 
of the Britiſh Monarchs. At à — or 
Wittenagemot, ſummoned at Calraith, RA. 
D. 785, in which. ſeveral both temporal and 
eccleſiaſtical Statutes were enacted, and 
which Statutes are ſigned by Aelfwald King 
of the Tranſumbrians, or Nortbumberland, by 
Zanbaldus —— York, and five other 
Biſhops, as alſo: by Coba, who ſtiles him- 
ſelf Patricius, by vie and Sigulpbus, who 
ſtile themſelves Dux. To which the Record 
adds, that to theſe wholeſome Statutes a 
great Number of Preſbyters, and Deacons, 

and Abbots and Judges, and Nobles una- 
nimouſly conſented and ſubſcribed. . Which 
Statutes being tranſmitted to Offs King of 
the Mercians, were in a Council N he 
ſummoned ſubſcribed by himſelf, and by 
Jaenbercbtus Archbiſhop of Canterbury, and 
twelve other Biſhops, as alſo by Broarda, 
who ftiles himſelf Dux, and by Facunaldus, 
and Bercoardus who ſtile themſelves in the 
fame Manner; as alſo. by #thbaldus, who 
ſtiles himſelf Comes. In which Statutes the 
twelfth begins thus. In the twelfth Place wo 
#natt that in the appointing. of Kings nd Aſ- 
fent be given through Favour or Affection; but 
that Kong s legally born ſhall be — by the 
Prieſts Js the Elders of the People, and none 
1 95 are the prag of Ince or — . 

- n 
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And now what becomes of this indefeaſible 
hereditary: Riglit in a Kingdom where the 
Crown Was originally eleZive. And indeed 
Ethekvalf who came to the Crown A. D. 
855, was the firſt Saxon Monarch, that I 
have met with in Hiſtory, who was ever 
choſen by that People, jealous of their Li- 
berty, to ſuceeed his Father. And indeed 
in order ſtill the more effectually to preſerve 
this Power, the Kings were annually crown- 
ed, and renewed their Coronation Oath at the 
ſame Time that the People alſo renewed their 
Oath of Allegiance. Which ſeems to be a 
Kind of annual Gonfirmation of their Ele#i- 
on; and a conſtant Memorial to both Prince 


Protaction and Mlegiance.. Which Cuſtom 


continued until the Time of the Conqueſt 


under William the Norman, who, after the 


Time of his firſt being crowned, did not re- 
new his; Coronation Oath again until he had 
ſettled the Kingdom under him in P cace, 
which was not until four Vears afterwards; 
at, which Time having ſummoned a Par- 
lament, and re-eſtabliſhed the Laws of 
Edward the Confeſſor, he and his People 
mutually renewed their Oaths of Protection 


and. Allegiance. 

But to come ſtill a little nearer ta our 

Times, A. D. 1386, 10. Richard II. when the 

Power of the Pope was very high in Eng- 
= | land 


— 
. 


* many Ages ſince experimented'(it grieveth 


neſs, or by any other irregular 


2 : the * a od the une,” NY 
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Land, and it cannot be denied that the people 
were then good Romaniſts. In this Tear the 
King having taken ſome imprudent Steps, the 
Parliament made ſeveral Remonſtranceg, to- 
the King, in the firſt of which, they aſſerted 


it to be . an antient laudable _ 0p oved 
« Cuſtom, which none can it the 
„King ought to aſſemble — Lords, No- 
„ bles and Commons of the Kingdom once 
4 a Year unto his Parliament, &c.“ And 
in the ſecond as poſitively: ſay,” that We 


have an antient Conftitution, and it was not 
3 


us that we muſt mention it) that if the 


+ King through any evil Council, or weak 


« Obſtinacy, or Contempt of his People, | 
er eut of a perverſe and frowurd Wilful-- 
r Courſes) 
« ſhall alienate -himſelf from his People,” 
« and refuſe to govern by the Laws and Sta- 
« tutes-of 'the - Realm, according to the — 
« dable Ordinances and their faithfal Ad- 
vice; but will throw himſelf headlong 
« into. wild Defigns, and ſtubbornly- exer- 


* ciſe his own. ſingular arbitrary Will; that 


4 from that Time, it ſhall be lawful for His 
« People, by their full and free Aſſent and 
« Conſent 10 depoſe that King from the Throne; * 
and in his ftead to eſtabliſh ſome other of. 


be Pailiamentary Hiſtory | 


N 


N 


1 
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— 
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Paragraph\whith-was nor many 
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The aitiant Confiitution mentioned in this 
Apts fence exe 
perimented; alludes to the Depoſition of Kin 
Edward II. againſt whom oe of the maſti 
heinous Articles: that was alledged> by his 
Enemies, was nut be bad ovens 
the Pope's Bulls *.. dn $7002 ON ei ei wo 

And iti is remarkable. chat this -unfortu-: 
nate. Prince” Richard II. notti having taken 
warning bye the afdrementioned Remon-- 
ſtrance, but Rilt:contiming to diſablige his. 
People, it was not above twelve Fears after: 
this dase ts, Remotiſttants inade their: 
Words gdodę and gaue another Inſtance of 
their antient Conflitution, ———— of: 
_ this unfortunate Prince. 

Here then is a Matter of Fach here i is a 
Caſe in Point, where a: legal Parliament 
claim ãt as an antient Conſtitution, that if the 
King will nat govern by the Laus and Stalures 
1h6 Reals, they have a lawful Right a0 de- 
that” min from the\Throne.". Iwill not 
ſyyithat Tome Princes have nat: been illegally 
dethroned; and that rightful. Heirs have not 
been wickedly excluded from the Crown, 
by the "Artifice: and Ambition of deſigning, 
Ufſurpers; whe have beguiled the People 
with ſpecious Pretences and falſe Repreſenta - 
tions 3- and that theſe Inſtances have been ge- 


"Ho both.1n the Exchuxon-and Reſeaurs»: 
tion. 


4 44 tas] * 
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tion of thoſe Princes, whenever this had ipp- 


pened, attended with ſuch Convulſions 24 
are ſujet —— Perſons he Den 
lightiy engaging in ſuch dangerous Attempts, 
which, even wien rightly founded; 1 
bat che r Neceſſiey can juſtify. - — 
however this is no more an Argument 
the Right in the Body of — 
poſe an arbitrary Prinde, ab — 5 ar bins 
elf beadlong inio eiu Defi R 
exercife bis own — arbitrary Will than, 
it would be an Argument againſt the legal 


Determinations of the Judges in ¶Heſminſter- 
Hall, that they ſometimaæs have Siren arbi/ 


ttary and illegal one. 


We may now come therefore to A D. 
1484, 1: Ricbard IH. at which Time a Par- 


liament having been ſumtmoned at Momn- 
ſter die Veneris ag. Die Januarii. A. Bilb 


vras brought into — Namo of 
tbethree Eſtates of this Realm gland, that 4 
to ſay of the Lords Spiritual nd Temparal and 
of the Commons, in which were the -folloiving* 
Mords. And bereupor wwe bumbly - "and 
proy and require your moſt noble Grace, thut ac. 
cording 10 this. ELgcv10N of us, the: —_ 
Eſtates of your Land, as by Inheritance, you; 
will tahs uw you the fabd Groum Where 
it is manifeſt that the three Eſtates of the 
Realm continue to aſſert thii Right of ELzc-: 
TION. © And A 
Parl. Miſt. Vol. 2. p. 383, 388, 391— 
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od therefore Henry VII. who came to 
che Crown in the Fear following, that is, 
A. D. 1485; and was then ſo much hot on- 
ly a Roman Catholick, but a Papift; chat ke 
thought. it neceſſary to obtain 2 Bull from 


— pes c— — 


tuto & — if —— Eu 5 — 
ſtatuum in ipſo Conventu Parliamento mncupats. 
Whence nothing can be plainer, chan that 


both the Pope and che King bimielf allow, 
that though King Heary VII. had a Claim — 
the Crown; as well by the Right of Con- 
as of Inheritance, in being next Heir 
at Law, yet that he was choſen King by the 
Election and Voice of "the Three org mm For- 
It would be needleſs quoting any Tran: 
atio fince the Reformation; modern Hi- 
ſtory has only n ant with Inſtances 

of the Senſe of theſe Kingdoms in aſſerti 
this national — which, though 

they may have ſometimes carried to too 


a Length, can never forfeit or abrogate 2 en; | 


Juſt and original Tile ton. 
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And therefore I cannot but ſo far agree with 
the Author of Y Caſe: of the: Romam Catho: 
licks,” &c. whom I have often mentioned, 
when he ſays, be great Charter of Britiſh 
« [Liberties was obtained, and the Conſtitution 
F "the preſent Government war brought ah 
«: ut hu ute Perfection, in the Days of. Popeny,” 
as t6 acknowledge that It mill not be. faid, 
ce that Por EN and SLAVERY were cow 
. ur on they are, and the Publict fuffers by 
him in the Cauſe to which he attributes the 
Slavery of the Papiſts in theſe Days z. which 
1 to the —— _ Laws 
relating to Popery, and I to the Bigotry 
of the) Roman Catholick Laity, and 
the Slavery which they are reduced to b 
their Prieſts. Our Forefathers; in the Days 
of the Eduards and the Henrys, though the 
were all Romanifs, did not tamely lay their 
Heads under the Feet of their Prieſts, any 
more _ they: did under — of their 
Kings, They were perpetually ſtruggling to 
—— of the Tyranny of both, and ſome- 
times exerted their Force with Succeſs, and 
ſometimes otherwiſe, till at length by the 
Reformation under King Henry VIII. and 
the Revolution under King William III. they: 
have reduced our Gonftitution, both in Church 
and State, to a reaſonable Degree of Mode- 
1 „535 
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-ration, both of: Prerogative i JN. the Crowns d 


Liberty in the People. 1 


I write. 3 at preſent to che 1 
Part of the Raman Catholicks of this King- 


dom; for beſides what E have mentioned al- 


ready, T-am informed that the Roman Ca- 
thollck Clergy take Oaths of Obedience to 
the Pope at their Conſecration and Ordina- 


tion, as well as Oaths of Allegiance to tha 


Pretender. While you of the Laity conti: 
nue, therefore, under ſuch a peſtilential In- 
fluence, how can it ever be ed: that 


you ſhould be free? Inſtead of which.you - 


are now the Slaves: of Slaves, and are de- 


' tained in Slavery by thoſe Men, who are 
themidyes under n to the ne 8 | 


4 


will never emancipate you; it. is nog eir 
Inter tp da. it, and it is that hich governs. 
nine Tenths of Mankind. The Author. of: 


the Book. of Zeclefiafticus, which I think is 


reckoned canonical in your Church, : adviſes, 
his Son not 10 conſult with a Merchant concerns: 


ing © or" „ Twill Ege k to ſpeculative 1 


ners. 
Wy beet xxxvii. 11. | 1 ot + 2 4 
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Reaſoners to apply this Maxim, and to find 
out the Cauſes of it; but I, who chooſe to 
deat in Matters of Fact only, produce it to 
you as 2 Text of Scripture, and cap aſſure 
you, that T do not know one Inſtance of any 
one Religion that was ever yet reformed by 
the Priefts who profeſſed that Religion. 

One would be apt to imagine, that when 
our Saviour came into the World to reform 
thoſe Traditions of the Jews, by which they 
had made the Commantments f God of none 
Efeft*, the chief Prieſts and-Scribes; whoſe 
Bufineſs, whoſe Employment, whoſe Duty 
it was, to infpect and expound the Scriptures, 
ſhould have been the firſt in the Jewiſh State 
to acknowledge both our Saviour and his 
Doctrine; whereas the Matter of Fact was 
quite otherwiſe; and Matters of Fact are i. 
what 1 chooſe to rely upon at preſent ; for 
Inſtead of becoming his Diſciples, the chief 
Prieſts and Scribes were his bittereſt and cru- 
elleſt, and, at laſt, his mortal Enemies. Nor 
do I remember to have met in Hiſtory the 
Name of any one Prieſt or Levite recorded 
among the firſt and early Converts o Chri- 
Even at the Time of the Reformation, who 
was it that brought about that great Event? 
Not the Clergy, but the Laity. I will not 
fay there never were fuch odd Men as Luther, 
9 0891 | Te : Calvin, 
* Mat. xv. 6. e 


| 4 
Cuvin, Eraſmus, or © Cranmer. among the 
Clergy; but, however, they were; only:: add 


Men, and were oppoſed by the Bulk of the 
Who, as is remarked-in one of the 


Clergy 

Journals of the Houſe of Lords of Enpland®, 
are generally obſexved' to have very much * the 
fame Way of Reaſoning and Thinking'; and yet 


their Lordſhips — never yet ordered that 


Sentence to be expunged. 

When the Reformation took again Effect 
in the Reign of Queen Elizabeth, it was en- 
tirely eonducted and carried through by the 
Laity ; and what is very remarkable is this, 
that every Act of Parliament, which, was 
paſſed in Favour of the Proteſtant Religion, 
was violently . oppoſed by the Clergy, and 


paſſed the Honſe of Lords with the unani- 


mous Diſſent of all the Biſhops then preſent n. 


I ſhall therefore now apply myſelf to the 
the Roman Catholicks of this 


1 
— and hope; that what I have faid 
to prove that the Doctrine of the Supremticy 


of the Pope, and the indefeaſible h 


Right of the Pretender, were Doctrines that 
were publiſhed under a religious Pretence; 


barely for the Support of the political and 
amdbitieus Views ef the Court of Rome; may 
be ſufficient to prevail with ſome of them to 


renounte te thoſe 1 which are TRE chief | 


„ 


12 * Die Vene. 5 Apr e's oh +7 e 
I + Burnet's Hiſt. Ref. Volle. p. 3 Part, Hi 
Vol, 2. p. 378. 
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Furs againſt their being received with ope 
Arms by the Legiſlative Powers a8 5 
Kingdom, and of their being placed. upon a 
Level with all other Diſſenters from the eſta- 

I know it is objected, that it is natural for 
Men to:wiſh for a King of their own Reli- 
gion, and that even the Diſſenters, if there 

was a Pretender in Scotland, who was a Pref- 

Hterian, would not have behaved themſelves ' 

with the ſame Temper. that the Papiſts did 

in the laſt Rebellion; as: they conſtantly be- . 

tray, whenever they have the leaſt: Opportu- 

nity, as eager a Deſire for overturning the 

eſtabliſhed Religion as the Papiſts themſclves. 

My Deſigm at. preſent is not to _ 31 
will therefore grant that it may be ſo. But 

to ſtick to Matters of Fact; The Matter of 
Fact is, that there is no ſuch Preſbyterian Pre- 

tender at preſent, whereas there is a Popi/b ; 
one. And I apply. myſelf now to thaſe 

among the Roman. Catholicks, who deſire Þ}j 
— their —— their pom and 

Property in Peace an iet, to 3 
will conſider, whether — — 
which they at preſent labour under are equi · 
valent to the Chance. of the Pretender. ever 
bis Ru. 
The Proſpect is ſo remote, of either his, | 
or any other Popiſh Prince, getting upag the — 
Throne of. theſe Realms, that . 1 


. * 
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The Prieſts, I am very ſenſible, will be for 
keeping up your Hopes; but if you conſider, 
that their Bread depends upon it, (for they 
would be diſmiſſed by their Superiors if they 
did not) I ſhould always recommend. it to, 
you to liſten'with a jealous: Ear te Perſons, 


ſuch an Event ſeems to. be equal to Nothing; | 


who are perſuading you to that Side of the 


Queſtion where their own Intereſt lies. 
Ĩ therefore beg you will but recollect the 

little and ſhort-lived Succeſs which the young 
Pretender met with, when in the Heart of 


the Kingdom of England, and the till worſe 


Succeſs which he met with at Callodes, 

But let us, for Argument Sake, ſuppoſe. 
that the Pretender was to return, and, what 
is more, was in the End to be victorious and 


ſucceſsful, yet I do not apprehend the Pa-: 


piſts of this Kingdom would be much Gain- 
ers by it; ſince the Experience of Times 
| paſt may convince them, that in all Revolu- 
tions of Government, it is not the old Suf- 


ferers, but the new Adventurers, that are the 


chief, if not the only, Gainers. 


Jo ſtick therefore to my firſt Deſign , that 
is, to Matters of Fact. When King Charles 


II. was reſtored to the Throne of theſe 
Realms, though he had been deprived of his 
Kingdoms but a ſhort Number of Tears, in 
Compariſon with what has happened to the 
Pretender, yet how few of thoſe who had 


been 
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been difp 10H eheie-Bitater upon ihe 


King's Account, were ever able to-get Poſ- 


ſeſſion of them again? A Facobite Pamphlet, 


chat was publiſhed during the Time of the 


late Troubles, in order to quiet the Minds 
of the Proteſtants, and Jull them to Sleep, 


gave broad Hints, that it would be an im- 


icable Scheme fer the Pretender, if he 


did ſucceed, to diſturb the Proteſtants who 


were in Pofleſſion of” forfeited Eſtates, and 
to unſettle that Property, which had been fo 
long enjoyed quietly, - and had rhaps been 
transferred from Family to Family; and 


therefore ſlily inſinuated, that the Proteſtants 


need not be ſo much afraid of ſulfering him 
to come to the Throne. 

Not that I think the Proteſtants would: 
have been wiſe to have made the Experi- 
ment; becauſe; at-the 'beſt, their Circum- 
ſtances could not have been mended. But I 
mention this only to ſhew, that thoſe among 
che Roman Catholics, -who 1 perhaps expect, 
and are frequently told, that They ould: be 
great Gainers by ſuch a Revolution, would 
be greatly diſappointed in their Hopes, when 
they . to lay their Pretenſions before a 
Court which bad no * any Oecaſion for 
their Aſſiſtance. For, ſuppoſing this Event 


to happen; before che Fntender could poſſi- 
bly ſacceed, he muſt make a Compact with 


m of the leading Proteſtants, who would 
A alade 


) 
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Ripulate not only. for:the-preſent'eſtabliſhed- | 


Religion, but alſo for their Properties ;which 
there is no doubt but the Pretender would 
readily conſent to, that if he him. 
ſelf was once thoroughly eſtabliſhed, he 
might byDegrees re-eſtabliſh Popery Which, 
however, before he could be . to effect, 
might, as in Matter of Fact it hay Td 
King James, bring about another Revolution 
in Favour of the Houſe of Hanover. And 
then, inſtead of Peace and „what a 
Scene of Murder and Deſolation * here 
opened unto them! 

Whereas if dex e Bes think of the 
Hazard there is that their Att _— may not 
ſucceed at all: or, that if they did ſucceed, 
they would not be accompliſhed without a 
great deal of Difficulty, and much Blood- 
ſhed ; and that in furthering of ſuch an At- 
tempt; if it ſhould not immediately take 


2 their own Lives, aud Liberties and 


as well as thoſe of their Families, 
are at Stake, I ſhould think it much more 
prudent, for thoſe at leaſt who have any Pro- 
perty, to endeavour to reroncile themſelves 
to the Favour of his preſent Majeſty King 
George II; a Prince endowed with the moſt 
amiable Qualities z and who, in thoſe Parts 
of his Dominions where he may rule with 
an. abſolute Sway, hath exerted the benign 
Influence of his Power, in Imitation of his 


great 


wmacy 


# * ) | 
great Creator, who” maketh his Sun to thine 
on the: Juſt and on the Unjuſt, in. beaming 
forth the Sunſhine of this — 
equal Force to all his Subjects, whether Pro- 
teſtants or Papiſts, and is of conſequence 
equally beloved and reſpected by both. And 
I ſhould: alſo think that they: ought to re- 
commend themſelves to the Legiſlative Pow. 
ers of the Realm, by publickly renouncing, 
5 in the Words of the * Au- 
or, thoſe Prinriples, of the Supre- 
a, — — - and che iodefealible he- 
reditary Right 56 the Pretender, which are 
encompatible withi the Safety of this Government. 
For, as he-again.exprefleth'it, ill they deſerve 
the Care, and merit the Confidence, - they. cannot 
expeft the: Relief, of the Legiflature: 
And now having laid theſe Matters of Fact 
before you, I beſeech you, Gentlemen of the 
Laity among the Roma Cathohcks, to con- 
der, that if a Man can be tolerated in the 
Practice of all thoſe religious Principles, 
which are trubj ſuch, wliether it would be 
prudent to· run himſelf into Diffculties and 
Dangers only to ſupport the political Schemes 
of the Court of Rome, and to ſet one of the 
male Race of the Stuorts upon the Throne 
of theſe Kingdoms? And if the preſent Set 
of Prieſts will not freely join you herein, 
whether you ought; not to oblige them to it? 


or elle to get ſome — another Stamp, 
Who 
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who! are not fo violently bent on ſupporting 


the Supremacy of the Pope; many of which 


may be had from France, if the Roman Ca- 


tholick Laity will: but encourage chem to . 


come oyer. And I would, at the ſame Time, 


recommend it to the Romiſſ Clergy of this 


Kingdom 10 conſider, whethet thoſe Prin- 


. Ciples abovementioned can. poſſibly hel ſup- 


ported either by the Laws df Goc, or by 


thoſe Laws of the Land which were made, 


even when the Inhabitants of theſe three 


| Kingdoms. were Papiſts? For, if I did not 


think that an honeſt, ſincere, and good 
Roman Catholick could with as ſafe a Con- 
ſcience take the aforementioned Oaths, as he 
could the Oath of Allegiance, I am ſure I 


would be far from inſiſting on it; as ſuch a a 


Compliance would only fill this Nation with 
a Set of Reprobates, while the conſcientious 


Part of the Romiſh Clergy would be driven 
out of the Land. It is therefore to that Part 


of the Romiſh Clergy who have a due Re- 
gard for the Solemnity of an Oath, in which 
they appeal to the Omnipreſence and Om- 
niſcience of God for the Fruth of what they 
aſſert, and invoke his Judgments on their 
Head in Caſe of Falſchood, that I now ap- 


ply myſelf; and beſeech them to conſider, - 


whether by the Laws of God, or of this 


Country; the Biſhop of Rome has any Right 
of granting Inſtitution to Eccleſiaſtical Pre-= * 
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